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A REVIEW of times fiest, and | 
contemflations on future prose 
jects, humbly attempted for gee’ 
neralinstruction, and to excite 
jilcus meditations, tc. 3 or, the 
Lidiiors’ New Year’s Gurr, 
i) their generous readers. 
(Cont. from Vol. V. p. 248.) 

S° to review and number our | 

days as to apply our hearts 
unto wisdom is the glory and, 
blessedness of man. To this the : 
commands, the mercies and the | 
perfections of God, man’s own. 

Wailty, and the importance of his | 

salvation constantly and power- | 


tures by many memorable acs 
tions and events. On this day 
Noah first looked out of the ark, 
after the universal deluge, and 
beheld with joy and thanksgiv- 
ing, the earth dried, and restor- 
ed again to the use of man.* 
On this day Moses, by the com- 
mandinent of the Lord, reared 
up the tabernacle, and sanctified 
it, With Aaren and his sons for 
the worship of God. ‘This day 
the cloud covered, and the glory 
of the Lord filled the sanctuary.7 
‘On this memorable day Ezra the 
priest, and the long captivated 
sons of Jacob, began their jour- 


iuly urge him. At particular | ney, from the land of their cap- 
periods seriously to consider the | tivity, to Jerusalem, with the pi- 
times which have passed over | ous intention of rebuilding the 
us, the mercies we have enjoy- | house, and restoring the worship 


ed, the manner in which we have 


| of God, in the holy place; ald 


regarded the gracious and afilic- | of teaching again in Israel, the 


tive dispensations of providence, 
and to contemplate the prospects 
before us may be highly condu- 
clve to this interesting purpose. 
Nothing more naturally invites 
us to such reviews and contem- 
plationsthan the commencement 
ofa New Year. 

The iirst day of the first month 


S 


} | . . . . 
ath been signalized,in the scrip- | 


ar 


vuoL. VI. No. 


| good knowledge of the Lord.} 


| On the same day Hezekiah, that 
| pious prince, began to repair and 
| purify the temple, and to sct in 
| order the service of it, designin: 
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in his heart to covenant wit 
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Gen. viii. 13. 
Fxod. al. 13, 14, 15, 16, 34, 35. 


Ezra vit. 9. 
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God, and as far as possible, to 
reclaim, and bring back Judah 
and Israel to the Lord.* ‘These 
indeed were happy beginnings 
of a new year. 

After the Lord had gathered 
Israel and Judah frem their dis- 
persions, among the heathen, on 
every side, and reunited them in 
one kingdom for ever under Da- 
vid their king,t we find a parti- 
ewlar, religious institution, for 
new year’s day. Ezekiel slv. 18. 
Thus saith ihe Lord God, in the 
first month on ike first day of the 
month, tuke a young bullock with- 
wit blemish and cleanse the suiic- 
tuaru. Hereis a duty enjoined 
on New Year’s day, sacritcing 
tothe Lord, and cleansing the 
sanctuary. The sacrifice was 
to be without blemish, in the full 
vigor of life ; importing that we 


should worship God, who is in- 


fnitely holy and perfect, in the 
Hest possible manner, with all 
the desire and vigor of the soul ; 
and that the people of God 
should be holy and without ble- 
mish before him. 
der this asa Jewish sacrifice be- 
fore the: advent of the Messiah, 
it was significative of the strength 
and imimaculate purity of this 
Lamb of God ;. and that he was 
to be the great propitiatory sac- 
rifice for the sins of the world. 
The design of the offering was 
to cleanse the sanctuary, and to 
make reconciliation forthe whole 
house of Israel: To atone for the 
offences of the past year, and to 
obtain help and blessings for the 
year to come. If it be consider- 
edas a Jewish ordinance after 
the return from Babylon, it was 
an institution of an annual sacri- 
fice and of religious duties, on 
— -<—-— 
* 2 Chrone xxix. 17. 
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On the Commencement of the New Year. 


If we consi- 





(Jay. 


‘every New Year’s day, in the 


Jewish church, from that time 
until the coming of the Mes. 
siah. 

But are we not rather to view 
it as an evangelical duty, descri- 
bed in the language of the Old 
Testament? This. institution is 
not found in the law of Moses, 
nor does it appear that the Jews 
after their return from Babylon 
had any such annual sacrifice, 
The temple and city which Eze- 
kiel saw in his vision do not ap- 
pear ever to have been built af- 
ter Israel’s return to their own 
land, before the coming of the 
Messiah. The promises made 
to that temple and city which he 
saw, were never accomplished 
to the Jewish church. They 
were that when God should unite 
Judah and Israel in one kingdom, 
on the mountains of Israel, That 
David, the Messiah, should be 
their king ; that they and their 
children should inherit the land 
for ever, and that God’s sanctu- 
ary should be in the midst of 
them for ever more; and that 


‘the name of the city from that 


day should be THE Lorp Is 
THERE.* As these promises do 
not appear to have had their com- 
pletion, and as the institution re- 
lative to the New Year’s day, 
seems to respect the house, or 
church of God in. that glorious 
day, when these shall have their 
final accomplishment, may we 
not consider it as a Christian du- 
ty, andas a prediction of that 
pious manner in which Chris- 
tians, under Christ their king, 
especially in the thousand years 
of the church’s rest, shall an- 
nually celebrate the New Year's 
day ? They will cleanse the 
—— 
* Ezek. xxxvii. 21, 22, 23, 24, 2%; 


27, 28. and xlviii. 35. 









. commencement of the last have 
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pouse, the church of God.— 
They will make ita day of hu- 
miliation and repentance for the 
sins, of thanksgiving and praise 
for the mercies of the year past; 
of self-dedication to their giori- 
ous Creator and Preserver, and 
of fervent supplications for the 
continuance of his favors. Shall 
not we anticipate these pious 
employments and joys ? 

But how shall we cleanse the 
eanctuary ? What is to be done 
to make the church holy and 
blameless, that the Lord may 
dwell in it for ever more ? 

The church is the sanctuary, 
or house of God. This is com- 
posed of individual Christians. 
Cleanse them and the house will 
be cleansed. May we not all 
then unite in this pious work ? 
May we not advance our sancti- 
fication by a serious cortempia- | 
tionof the goodness of God to 
us, to our families, to this state, 
to our nation and the church 
universal? And by sincere grat- 
itude, thanksgiving and praise | 
for his numerous benefits ? Ad- 
mirable have been the divine 
patience, long-suffering and bene- 
ficence towards us the year past. 
How great has been the forbear: | 
ance of God in sparing us ano- 
ther year? How many since the 


closed the scene of life? Their 
days, their sabbaths, their op- 
portunities and enjoyments have 
all been numbered and finished. | 
But we have been spared another 
year notwithstanding all our un- 
profitableness and ill desert. We 
have not only been spared but 
God hath loaded us with hisben- 
efits. It has been a year of gen- 
eral health, which sweetens all } 
the other enjoyments of life.— 
With the peoplein general it has 





pecna year of loving-kindness and 


tender mercy. The eyes of the 
Lord have been upon us for good 
from the beginning of the yeai 
unto the end of it. Our fields 
have yielded their increase, and 
God hath filled our hearts with 
food and gladness. His mercie: 
have beerr new every morning, 
great is his faithfulness. What 
grateful acknowledgments, what 
lively gratitude do these chal- 
lenge from cach of us? If the 
divine smiles have attended our 
various labors, studies and em- 
ployments ; if we have comfort 
incur friends and several rela- 
tions; if we have gone out and 
come in safely ; if a bone has 
not been broken nor disjointed ; 
if no member hath been wound- 
ed or lost ; if reason and ail our 
mental powers have been con- 
tinued in their full vigor, how 
strong and numerous are our 
motives for gratitude, love and 
holy obedience ? 

Some of us in recounting the 
events of the past year shall not 
forget the great saivations gran- 
ted to us and our children, in re- 
covery from dangerous sickness; 
how God hath eased our pains, 
hath turned for ns our mourn- 
ing into dancing, put off our 
sackcloth, and girded us with 
gladness, to the end that our 
glory might sing praise to him 
and not be silent.* Others have 
been supported in weakness and 
sorrow, comforted in their trials, 


and succored in the hour of 


temptation. 

At the same time spiritual 
blessings have been shed down 
upon us with a no less liberal 
hand. It hath been a year in 
which we have not, in general, 
been prevented by sickness, or 
other external means, from the 
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* Psaim xxx. 11,12 
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constant worshin of God in se- 
cret. private, or public. We, in 
the ampiest manner, enjoy liber- 
ty of conscience, andall religious 
liberty. We have the full and 
uninterrupted enjoyment of the 
word and ordinances, and ali the 
means of grace, in their power 
and purity. Some have been 
born again the vear past, and 
breught out of darkness, into 
marvellous light, and begun to 
live to God. fo others it has 
been a year of spiritual refresh- 
ment. The soul hath been in 
health and prospered. What 
imestimahie fav ors are these ? In 
a word, ovr public enjoyments 
have been great and distinguish- 
ing as well xs those of a personal 
and domestic nature. While 
many other parts ef the world 
are either engaged in horrid war, 
or rent with internal animosities 
and convulsions, we enjoy uni- 
versal peace. While they are 
enslaved, we enjoy the most dis- 
il tinguished liberty, civiland reli- 
mous. Our rulers. judges, teach- 
crs, and principal characters, in 
ie! this state, and in the nation have 
been continued another vear. 
The governor, lieutenant-gover- 
Lt ney norandcouncilof this state. their 
hie health and usefulness have been 
preserved. ‘T'woonly of our nu- 
merous clergy have rested from 


me 


=== 


+ 
Sa 


i their labors.* The college. 

i ag ; ay schools, and the state of litera- 
the. ture, in Connecticut, have been 

1 \t peculiarly flourishing end happy. 

, a ; The preservation of the chur- 

} ay > be ches m this state, in so rouch 
{ae peace, order and beauty, the 

ly a . preservation of the American 

+ i psi —-- 

AM Aa “The Rev. James Eels, pastor of 
‘ , ane the church m Kastbury , January 235d, 
|) eae 1305, in the 62d year of his age. The 
# ik , Rev. Andrew Eliot of Fairtield, Sep- 

Reh somber 26: hy 1 305, in the Old year of | 
Ae Hh! bis age, and 32d of his ministry 
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Year, [Taw 
church, end of the church unij- 
versal, is a marvellous display of 
the greatness, power, eondness 
and faithfulness of God. These 
are all the fruit of his Patience, 
long-suffering and  geodness. 
W hatan innumerable multit: ide, 
what an astonishing accumula. 
tion of mercies are here to awa- 
ken all the gratitude of ony 
hearts, to inflame our love, and 
engage our obedience ? Can we 
contemplate them, in one collec. 
tive view, and not adopt the lan- 
enare of the Psalmist? Bless 
the Lord, O my soul, and all that 
is within me, bless his holy 
name. Bless the Lord, O my 
soul, and forget not all his bene- 
fits.* Oh,that men would praise 
the Lord for his goodness and 
for his wonderiul works to the 
children of men! + If while we 
meditate on all this goodness the 
fire of Jove is inkindled, a lively 
eratitude is excited, our admira- 
tion of the divine glories is in- 
creased, and our desires and re- 
solutions of obedience become 
more ardent and fixed, the werk 
of senctification will be propor- 
tionably advanced, and the sanc- 
tuary cleansed. 

Further, at the commence- 
ment of the New Year, there is 
a pecnliar propriety in recollect- 
ing the sins of the past. The 
sins as well as mercies of every 
vear are great and numerous.— 
There is much unthankfulness, 
and abuse of the divine good- 
ness; much mispense of pre- 
cious time, much formality, 
and lukewarmness, imordinate 
pursuit of the world and lfa- 


mentable deficiency in the 
duties we owe to God and 
man. ‘Shere are m good men 


sad remains of pride, ‘self-se ck- 
ingrand vain glory. These should 


* Dont 
ao. 


im ciii. 1, 2. Psalm cvii. > 

















“4 


‘ye vecolierted with deep humili- 
ry and repentanee, with fervent 
and renewed applications to the 
blood of Tesus Christ, for clean- 
sing. ‘There was, every vear, 
the Jewish church, a remem- 
brance of sins, and an annual 
agiement for them. It is of 
infinite moment that we shou!d 
he pureed irom our old sins. In 
aponential recotiection of them 
ovr evaces may be increased and 
th: sanctuary cleansed. 

\cain.g we should consider the 
aPictions of the past year,all the 
wav in which the Lord hath lec 
us, fo prove us, and to try what 
wesin our hearts. Jf we have 
been afflicted on temporal or spi- 
rtual accounts 3 if we have sut- 
fored in name or estate; if om 
dear enjoyments have been ta- 
ken from us, and ony acquein'- 
ance removed into darkue x 
sioukl recollect our sorrows © 
naticnce, submissien and con- 
tentment. We shonid be ereat- 
lv ashamed, end sincerely re- 
ent, that we have been such sin- 
ers, such froward children, as 
tomake it necessary that we 
should be thus corrected. Re- 
membering our effliction and 
nusery, the wormwood and the 
gall, our sounds, like the prophet’s 
stouid be hambled within us. 

There is also a great proprie- 
fv nm considering in what man- 
her we have spent the vear. 
nies 


Ale ee? 
vy Oe 


; ‘ ap 
rer it hath been in idleness 
anc pastimes £ whether we have 
Stood all the day idle, and cone 


ROI for our souls, for the 


honor of Cod and the COOR ol 
: ao 


men? Nav, should we not ton- 
Sider whether we have not done 
much evil? Another important 
‘portion of time is passed away. 
We have one year less to live, 


than We had at the commence- 
ment ot the last year. 


We are 
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advaneed so much nearer to 
death and the judement seat. 
Have we made equal progress in 
our journey towards heaven ? In 
eur preparations for our final 
exit? Ave we proportionabiy 
more humbie ; more abstracted 
from the world; more heavenly 
minded, more futl of love, faith 
and goodness ? Have we increas 
edin all tne fruits ef righteous. 
ness! If this be our happy case, 
what occasion have we of joy 
and praise for the grace, bee 
stowed upon us ? Tfit hath been 
the reverse, Whet occasion is 
there of fear and trembling? 
Ofawakine immediately out of 
eep, and of escaping for our 
lives to the city ot refuge! 


Portier tomo he nenre on 
- comin , ‘ - 
ear, to make 2 rene : 
emn dedient.on ef omerety es r 


= } ' 
ec  ovyee t yyent . " Cj CyMeiveswtpye © 
‘ sLban Rha i 


ert rely tn Sac. tas ‘ve him 


preee gepvedly ond for ever, The 
Oredt ¢ nd NVM OWS mercies of 
the vear concluded, the perfee- 
bie doscemmat *s af cod, 
chaitienee this of us all. We 
ere his, and ont ourown. These 


are so many cords and bands to 
draw ts to onr heeventy Father, 
and fix ws for ever in his service. 
We have received all from, and 
awe all to him, nod ave \ holly 


dependent on 


, ' r a a ay 
thing which we can n door 
> 
. $4 "4 ae nnt at | a 
nope. Shall we not trereiore 


wlovify him in our bocy, ¢ 

et whirh are hire . 

our spirit which are his ? "Phe 

apostie beseeches Christians by 
ad, that they 


presen! their bodies livinss sace- 
i 


the mercies of G 


rifices. holy and acceptable unto 
God. This he attirms to be 
their reasonable service.” 
“he nroner further to ob- 
It will be proper further 
— 


® Rom. xi 1. 
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«serve, That as we begin the 


year with the same uncertainty 
with which Paul went up to Jeru- 
salem, not knowing what will 
befall us, we should begin it with 
an impressive, practical sense of 
what may be the events of it 
with respect to ourselves and 
our families, our country and 
the church of God. Our times 
are in the hand of God. He 
changeth the times and seasons. 
He changeth our countenance, 
and sendeth us away. We know 
not what aday, and much less 
what a year may bring forth. 
This year we may die. Sick- 
ness and death may make our 
houses desolate. We may sus- 
tain great losses in our worldly 
affairs. Our souls may be fill- 
ed with darkness, fear and trou- 
ble. We are exposed to nume- 
rous dangers, enemies and mis- 
fortunes. It is therefore of in- 
finite moment that our minds 
should be deeply affected with 
these views, and that we should 
be prepared for the events be- 
fore us. We should be excited 
to watch and pray always, and 
to be ever ready for the coming 
of our Lord. We should begin 
the year with an entire submis-’ 
sion to the will of our heavenly 
Father, with respect to the 
events of it, committing our- 
selves and families, the church 
of God and all that concerns us 
and them, wholly to him ; trust- 
ing in his wisdom, power and_| 
ssoodness, to direct, and dispose 
of usand them as shall seem: 
good in his sight. We should 
do this rejoicing that the Lord | 
reigneth ; and that he makes 
all things work together for 
their good, who love him, who 
are the called according to his 
purpose. Owning his sovereien 
dominion, and renouncing all 





Coax. 


created dependencies, we mus 
repose our whole confidence on 
his providence, determining, by 
his grace assisting us, thatcome 
what may, prosperity or adver- 
sity, life or death, we will cleave 
unto him, and be found waiting 
and prepared for his salvation. 
In a word, -we should begin 
the year with special prayer for 
the remission of past sins, that 
they may not be remembered 
against us to blast our expecta- 
tions, and bring the curse of 
God upon us and all our enjoy- 
ments, in time to come: That 
we may have peace with God, 
and in our own souls, and con 
stantly rejoice in the hopes oi 
glory. We should importu- 
nately pray for grace to do the 
duties of the year we have be- 
gun, and to prepare us for its 
events: That we may be ena- 
bled to make the most happy 
progress in the divine life, grow- 
ing in grace and in the knowl 
edge of our Lord and Saviour 
Jesus Christ: That he would 
grant unto us and allour brethren 
thro’ the whole Christian world 
the fresh anointings of his Spirit, 
support them and us, in every 
trial, and cause us to be more 
abundant in all the fruits of 
righteousness: That he would 
bless the United States of Amer- 
ica, give us a year of health, 
peace and plenteousness : That 
he would bring all nations to the 
knowledge of the truth, and fill 
the whole earth with his glory. 
In fine, Thatif it should be the 
year of our death, that God 
would receive us to his mercy, 
and give us everlasting length 
of days in his presence and king- 
dom. Such a beginning of the 
first day of the first month 
would greatly serve to cleanse 
the sanctuary, and render the 
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day indeed a happy New Year. 

Would miserable hypocrites, 
who have a name to live while 
they are dead, properly consid- 
er their danger : That while the 
Father purges all such branches 

m Christ as bear fruit, and caus- 
esthem to bear more fruit, he 
takes all those branches away 
which bear nonet: That now 
the ax is laid to the reot of the 
trees, and that every tree there- 
fore which bringeth not forth 
good fruit is hewn down and 
cast into the firet : That even 
this year, they may be cut a- 
sunder, and have their portion 
assigned them, with their fellow 
deceivers, inthe pit where there 
isno redemption, and newrepent 
and become Christians indeed, 
how would this cleanse the sanct- 
uary ? How would this wipe 
away the spots in our holy 
feasts ? How joyfully might we 
then hail the day when the Ca- 
naanite shall be no more in the 
house of the Lord]/ ? When the 
name of the city shall be, THs 
LorD Is THERE* ? 

Would thoughtless, secure 
sinners, who have spent all their 
years in vanity and sin, and 
have always been despising the 
tiches of the divine goodness, 
forbearance and long-suffering, 
and after their hardness and im- 
penitent heart, been treasuring 
up unto themselves, wrath a- 
gainst the day of wrath, and 
revelation of the righteous judg- 
ment of God, now so think up- 
on their ways as to turn their 
feet unto God’s testimonies, and 
me make haste, and del ay hot io 
keep his commandments, how 


Would this cleanse, enlar Be, 
a 
*Johnxv. 2. + Matth. iii. 10. 
y Zecheriah xiv. 31. 
ze 3 xi we, 
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strengthen and beautify the 
house ? What joy would there 
be in heaven? What joy a- 
mong the saints, and returning 
prodigals on earth? How would 
glory be given to God in the 
highest ? Shall we not all there- 
fore unite our importunate, in- 
cessant prayers, and persevering 
exertions thus to cleanse, en- 
large and strengthen the sanctu- 
ary ? 

These, generous readers, are 
the happy purposes, which we 
the editors wish and pray to 
subserve. These are the med- 
itations, views, exercises and 
resolutions with which we wish 
to begin the year ourselves, and 
which we wish to excite and 
promote in you. Great indeed 
have been the goodness and for- 
bearance of our heavenly Father 
towards us, in sparing us anotli- 
er year, and especially in the six 
successive years in which we 
have been allowed to address 
and congratulate you on the re- 
turn of the New Year. We 
acknowledge his kind providence 
in the success which he hath 
given to this magazine; and feel 
our obligations exceedingly in- 
creased to live wholly to him, 
and to employ all our powers 
and opportunities to his glory, 
and to serve our generation ac-~ 
cording to his will. While we 
congratulate you, generous read - 
ers, on the return of a New 
Year, and express our grateful 
acknowledgments to you ail 
who have been _the encour- 
agers and supporters of this 
work, we wish to make you in 
return the most ample and last- 
ing compensation. But with 
silver and gold we can never 
compensate you. We pray to 


God to be enabled to do it with 
that which is far more valuable = 
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‘Yo be helpers of your faith and 
Jove, of your hope and joy : To 
be instrumentai of raising you up 
to sit togciher in heaveniy pia- 
ces in Christ Jesus 5 to shine 
us monuments of Redeem- 
er’s love and glory, more pre- 
cious and beautiful than vold, 
when the pillars of brass and 
marble shall be mouldcved away, 
aiid the sun shall lost’ brs 
lustre. And shalt \ ve this 
purpose add, that these are ex 
ercises which atc always. in a 
ereater or less degree 
duty, to which we are 
by the perfections, the com- 
mands, the paiience and good- 
ness of God ; and especially, at 
the commencement of the yeur : 
That thev give pets ce and joy 
to the soul ; that they will ¢lo- 
tify God, and cause others to 
vlorify him, while they bchold 
your good works shining before 
them. Such a_ bee! 
your years, will have great influ- 
ence, through the rrace of God 
to prepare you for the duties and 
events which ure before you ; to 
give you peace and triumph in 
your last hours ; to add lustre 
to your crowns, and fulness to 
your joys, When time and years 
shall be no more. With what 
earnestness therefore should we 
plead with you thus to begin the 
year? 
our own bodies, were this, as it 
indeed may be, our last address 
to vou, what could we recom- 
mend more in character, more 
interesting or beneficial to your- 
selves, more for the divine hon- 
or, or for the prosperity of Zion ? 
If therefore you love yourselves. 
you: Redeemer 
God, we plead with you, by all 
means, on this first dav of the 
first 
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On the Atonement. 
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A Dissertation on the Atonencn:, 


Ys9 4 
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O* ERY HT. Did Christ «nf. 
fer the same evils, in kind 
and degree, Which sinners must 
have suffered, if he had not dica 
for them? 

it is not pretended that Christ 
sufiéred as gteat a derree of 
raltity of iitisery, as the ever. 
lasting punishtrent of all those 
ior Whom he made atonement, 
would have been. Neverthe- 
less, no solid objection can from 
raised avainst the suf 
ficiency Of his atesement. Yor 
in revard to his obdedience, 
so hi td vise iy regard tot his sul- 
Sy It may justly be observ- 
ed, that the infinite dignity end 
worth of his ferson added an -~ 
portance and worth to both the 
one and the other, of which they 
would otherwise have been tee 
utute. And with respect to the 
kind of evil suffered by Christ, 
itis obvious that he did not, in 
every particular, suffer the same 
evilin kind, whieh those who 
are saved by him miust have sul 
fered. 

Christ never felt the stings of 
a cuilty conscience, with which 
sinners will be tormented in the 
state of punishment. Nor have 
we any reason to think, that he 
ever experienced the distresses 
of total despair, which will doubt- 
less be a very aggravating ingre 
dient in the torments of the d am- 
ned. This, however, doth not 
at all affect the sufficiency of 
the atonement, provided his sul- 
ferines manifest the same things 
and effectually answer the same 
ends, that were otherwise to have 
been answered by the punish- 
mentof sinners. If the same 
ans ci'- 
they 
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are answered by Christ’s suffer- 
ing precisely the same evils in 
kind, or those which are in 
some respects different. 

But the query, to which we 
are attending, was especially de- 
signed to have it considered, 
whether Christ suffered the 
vrath of God.——Mankind, if no 
atonement had been made, were 
to suffer the wrath of God ; but 
did Christ suffer this ? L answer, 
he did in some sense, though 
not precisely in the same sense 
in all respects, that sinners were 
tosufier it. But to contribute 
something towards setting this 
matter ina just light, I would 
ovserve the following things. 

1, God never was angry or 
displeased with Christ; nor have 
we any reason to think, that 
Christ ever viewed him as being 
so; but much to the contrary. 
Whereas God is highly dis- 
pleased with sinners. His an- 
rer against them is exceedingly 
great, and in the state of pun- 
ishment, if not before, they will 
have a very distressing; and tor- 
menting sense of his wrath a- 
gainst ‘em. In this respect they 
wre to suffer the wrath of God 
insuch a sense as Christ did 
not. But 

2. Christ suffered those things 
which proceeded from and were 
expressions of God’s wrath: he 
sufiered the effects of God’s dis- 
pleasure and wrath against sin. 

Though Christ suffered vol- 
untarily, or by his own free con- 
sent, he nevertheles suffered 
according to the will and com- 
tiand of God. All the suffer- 
Ings which wicked men were 
instrumental in inflicting upon 
him, tock place according to the 
determinate counsel and fore- 
knowledge of Ged, and were no 
mere than God’s hand and coun- 
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sel had determined before to be 
done. Acts ii. 23, and iv. 27, 
28. And the prophet Isaiah 
tells us expressly, “ It pleased 
the Lord to bruise him ; he hath 
put him to grief.” And another 
prophet introduces God, as giv- 
ing the order for his execution 
in these words, “ Awake, O 
sword, against my shepherd, and 
against the man that is my fel- 
low, saith the Lord of hosts : 
smite the shepherd, and the 
sheep shall be scattered.”—But 
itis needless to multiply quo- 
tations. Itis plain that the suf- 
ferings of Christ were designed 
by God, and inflicted according 
to his purpose. The cup which 
he drank, was the cup which his 
Father gave him. He spared 
not his own Son, but delivered 
him up, that is, to the death of 
the cross. 

Such dreadful sufferings as 
those to which Christ was deliv- 
ered up by God, and which he 
underwent according to the de- 
sign, and in conformity to the 
will of the Father, are certainly 
effects and expressions of great 
displeasure in God against some- 
thing. His treating his Son in 
such a manner, and delivering 
him up to such dreadful suffer- 
ings, are a full proof of great in- 
dignation and wrath. ‘The serip- 
tures agsure us, that he was weil 
pleased with his Son. They al- 
so assure ws, that Christ was de- 
livered up vr ws—that he sul- 
fered for sins, the just for the 
unjust. Therefore the dispiea- 
sure of God, expressed by the 
sufferings of Christ, had for its 
object the sinsof men. Those 
dreadful sufferings, to which he 
delivered up his own Son, were 
effects and expressions of his 
wrath against sinners, for whom 
Christ became a sacrifice. Itis 
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evident, then, that Christ did 
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fixppears Ginicult, if not 
Hnpossible, to account for the 
manner in which Christ was af- 
fected, without admituing that he 
had an enlarged view, “aad ai 
extremely pa unful sense of the 
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down to the ¢ ” So vreat 
was the agony, the distress and 
ish of his soul, that his blood 
was pressed through the pores 
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Many Christian martyrs have 
not only expected, br 
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actually gone through as ere. 
bodily sutterings, as Christ en. 
dured from the hands of men, 
not merely without amazement, 
terror or distress of mind, but 
with unshaken fortitude, exu!- 
tation and triumph. But in the 
passarres how recited, we find 
words made use of, relative to 
the state of Christ’s human soul 
in the near prospect of his suf- 
ferings, naturally expressive of 
great amazement and astonish- 
ment, and the most extreme an- 
euish. From his own declara- 
tion we learn, that his soul was 
pressed with sorrow unto death 
mortal, a deadly sorrow, 
which would issue in his death. 
We find, that although an an- 
«el was sent from heaven to 
strengthen him, yet the agony 
of his mind was so extreme, as 
to force his blood through the 
pores of his body in such large 
quantities, that in great drops, 
it fell down to the ground. We 
find that these thing's took place, 
before his bodily — suficrings 
from the hands of men began, 
and even before he was appre: 
hended and taken into custody 
by his enemies. Now is it pos- 
sible to account for the unpar- 
alicled sufferings and = agony 

Christ’s soul, without admit- 
ting the influence of some ex- 
traordinary and pecuii arly pow- 
erful cause ? The view and pros- 
pect of the bodily pains and 
death, which he was about to 
undergo, do not appear to bea 


—a 


cause sufiicient for the produc- 
tion of such amazement and 


extreme distress and anguish ol 
soul: because mere men have 
endured not only the near pros- 
pect, but even the reality, of as 
creat corpore: al or bodily suiler- 
ings, without any such- like con: 
sternation and distress of mind 
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.-without such strrow in their 
souls. How then, can we ac- 
count for the manner in which 
Christ’s soul was affected, and 
that even before his bodiiy suf- 
ferings began, without admitting 
that God did, in some way or 
other, excite in his human soul 
a most distressing and overbear- 


me sensation of his great dis- | 


pleasure and dreadful) wrath 
avainst sin ? If nothing of this 
kind took place, the unparalic!- 
ed distress and agony of his 
soul must be supposed to have 
been the effect of a view of t 
reproach and pains and bodily 
death, which he was soon to un- 
If he had no distressing 
sensation of God’s wrath avainst 
sin, it seems as though his suf- 
terings must have consisted 
merely in the reproach and 
bodily pains which he endured. 
torether 
mind as these might occasion 
or produce. 

‘To say, that the dreadful ago- 
nv of Christ’s soul, consisted in 

proceeded from his great 
anxiety and concern about the 
success and issue of his under- 
taking, is by no means satisfac- 
tory; as it does not appeal 
avreeable to the plain account, 
given by the evangelist, of the 
object of his prayer at that time. 
His prayer was, that if it were 
possibie, if it were consistent 
with the will of his Father, that 
cup might be removed from 
him. It is evident then, that 
the cup which the Father had 
riven him to drink, the suffer- 
ings to which he delivered him 
up, were the things which filled 
his soul with sorrow unto death, 
and threw him into such an ag- 
ony as produced that surprising 
bloody sweat. But can it be 
reasonably supposed, that the 
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bare thoug!t, or certain pros- 
pect, of being mocked and 
scourged and spit upon and cru- 
cified by men, could preduce 
such unparaticied 
avony, and moi 
the perfectly holy. soul of the 
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Son of God, whilst conscious ef 
and sensibly enjovins ge the ap- 
probation. and complacency of 
his Father and his God ?—esne- 


Claily when it is remembered 
that as reat corporeal sufferings 
have produced 
fects in the sou's of mere 
Such a supposition seems irra- 
tionale—I. am _= constrained to 
thin’: that the unparalleledazons 
of Christ’s human soul was 
caused by the wrath of God— 
by such an overbearing sense 
of his dreadful wrath, as no 
mere man ever experienced. 
Vor do Ise 


» that this is incon- 
sistent wit ] 


no such-like el- 


men ! 


same instant the ob; 
Fathew’s approbation and de- 
licht, and believing himself to 
beso. For he knew that the 
divine wrath, of which he had 
such a dreadful sensation, was 
caused, not by any thing which 
he had done, but, 
men, for whom he : 
an oflering and a sacrifice. 
Tothe chief pricsts, captains 
and clders, who came to appre 
hend him, Christ said, “ | 
come out as ae@ainst a thief, wit! 
swords and staves ? 
was daily with you in the tem- 
ple, ve stretched forth no hands 
against me: but this is your 
hour, andthe power of dark- 
ness”’—plainly intimating, that 
he had not appeared like one 
afraid of being apprehended and 
punished for any crime—that he 
had appeared openly in the tem- 
ple from day to day, and there- 
by given them sufficient oppor- 
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tunity to have taken him if 
they had been disposed for it, 
or had not been restrained by 
some invisible influence—that 
the set time for his sufferings 
had not before come, and there- 
fore they were not permitted to 
seize upon him ; but that the 
time was now come, and there- 
fore God no longer restrained 
them, but withheld the restraints 
they had before been under, and 
permitted them with the power 
of darkness, or under the influ- 
ence of that power, to proceed 
to execute their wicked and cru- 
el designs—that God now left 
him in their bands. 

All the preceding part of 
Christ’s life, his enemies had 
been prevented from executing 
their cruel designs upon him.— 
His heavenly Father had con- 
siantly g@uarded and delended 
him. Even when his life was 
sought by Herod in his early 
childhood, by the express order 
of God, he was carried into 
Egypt. But now the set time 
for his becoming an offering and 
a sacrifice beine come, instead 
of being preserved, as before, 
from the will and power of his 
enemies, he was by God’s deter- 
minate counsel delivered ito 
their hands, and left in their 
power, to mock, to scourge, and 
to crucify—to do what CGod’s 
hand and counsel had determin- 
ed before to be done. In this 
respect he was now forsaken by 
his God, and continued to be 
thus forsaken by him, till he ex- 
sired on the cross. ‘Though his 
rather was with him, to support 
Lis human soul under his dread- 
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ul suiferings, and to enable hin 
» become perfectly obedient 
even unto death ; yet, as a right- 
eous Judge, he delivered him 
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and left hima their power, to 
mock, to scourge, and to crucify 
him. He now neglected to jp- 
terpose and rescue him, as 
thourh he had forsaken and 
abandoned him. Wor do I see 
any inconsistency in the suppo- 
sition, that God at the same time 
withheld from his human soul 
the comfortable and cheering 
discoveries and manifestations 
of his special delight in him. 
Though the Father was with 
him to help him, so that he 
might successfully finish what 
he had undertaken ; yet he was 
not with him as a deliverer, to 
rescue him from his enemies 
and prevent his death. Ih this 
respect he forsook him, accord- 
ing to the import of those words 
long before spoken by David his 
type and in his name—* My 
God, my God, why hast thou 
forsaken me ? why art thou so 
far from helping me, and from 
the words of my roaring ‘” 
Psalm xxii. 1. 

Now since Christ was a di- 
vine person, of greater dignity 
and worth than the whole crea- 
tion ; and since all that he suf- 
fered he suffered for the sins of 
men; itis plain that God by 
treating him and forsaking him, 
in the manner above described, 
manifested and expressed great 
displeasure and wrath against the 
sinsof mankind. Andsincethese 
terrible sufferings, which pro- 
ceeded trom, and were expres- 
sions and effects of God’s wrath, 
fell ujion Christ, itis natural to 
conclude, that thereby was excit- 
ed in his human soul such an 
awful view, such an overbearing 
and excruciating sensation ot 
the dreadful wrath of God, as 
no mere creature ever experl- 
enced. 

Some seem to think there Is 
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an inconsistency in supposing, 
that Christ had any distressing 
sensation of the wrath of God, 
since it is certain, that God was 
always well-pleased with him. 
and he bimself knew, that he 
was doing the will of God by 
dying on the cross. ButI do 
not see, that God’s impressing 
onthe human soul of Christ a 
most distressing sense of his 
dreadful wrath against the sins 
of men, is any more inconsist- 
ent with his perfect love to and 
delight in him, than his deliver- 
ing up his body to the excruci- 
ating pains of the cross is incon- 
sistent therewith. But the lat- 
ter we know he has done, and 
that to0, to manifest his displea- 
sure against sin: why then 
should we make any difficulty 
i believing the former, espe- 
cially aS it appears otherwise 
impossible to account for the 
manner in which he was affect- 
ed, and the words and expres- 
sions which he himself uttered ? 

4. If Christ suffered the 
wrath of God, as explained un- 
der the foregoing particulars, 
then, if we do not lose sight of 
the infinite dignity, worth and 
importance of the person of the 
sufierer, | think there will be 
io difficulty in conceiving, that 
(:od’s infinite displeasure against 
sin, aid Other things in connec- 
tion therewith, are as fully man- 
‘ested and rendered as unex- 
ceptionably evident, as the pun- 
ishment of sinners would have 
made them, in case there had 
been no atonement. And con- 
sequently, the purposes design- 
td to have been answered by the 
Punishment of sinners, are as 
cRectually answered by the sul- 
fervings of Christ; to be sure, 
0 revard to all those who cordi- 
aly believe in him. 

(is be continued.) 


Q. and R. 


DIaLocueE. 
On the question, Whether Christ 
is more friendly to sinners, than 
God the Father ? 


Q. CIR, do the scriptures af- 
ford any just ground far 
the opinicn, that Christ is more 
friendly to the salvation of sin- 
ners, than God the Father? 

R. Rightly viewed, they do 
not. Yet an idea or feeling of 
this kind, may probably have 
been sometimes occasioned, by 
partial views of what the scrip- 
tures exhibit, of the diffcrent 
characters or offices which the 
Father and the Son sustain, and 
the different parts which they 
have to act, for the consistent 
accomplishment of the great bu- 
siness of man’s redemption and 
salvation. 

Q. Will you be more expli- 
cit, and more particularly explain 
what you have now suggested ? 

R. To effect the great and im- 
portant object of man’s salvation, 
in a way consistent with the hon- 
or of God and the best good of 
his moral kingdom, the scrip- 
tures exhibit God in the person 
of the Father, as sustaining the 
character and acting in the prop- 
er form of God, to assert and 
stand for the rights of the God- 
head—to see to it, that the au- 
thority of the divine law, and the 
honor and energy of the divine 
government, are properly main- 
tained and fully supported, and 
sin properly discountenanced and 
condemned, and the divine dis- 
pleasure against it clearly ex- 
pressed by some substitute for 
the penalty of the law, which 
will as effectually answer these 
purposes, as the execution of 
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254 
themselves. The Father is ex- 
hibited as requiring and accept- 
ing satisfaction or an atonement 
for sin. made by the sufferings 
of Christ, and a righteousness 
wrought by his perfect obedience 
in our behalf. And God, in the 
person of the Son, is exhibited 
as interposing as a Mediator be- 
tween God and sinful men, to 
bring about a reconciliation ; and 
for this purpose, as assuming 
the human nature, taking on him 
the form of a servant, and ap- 
pearing in the likeness of men, 
and obeying and suffering, to 
make an atonement for our sins, 
and bring in everlasting right- 
eousness for our justification ; 
and in consequence of his every 
way suflicient and perfectly ac- 
ceptable obedience and sacrifice, 
as exalted in heaven, and appear- 
ing in the presence of God as 
an advocate with the Father, 
end vested with full powers to 
completcthe redemption and sal- 
vation of men, for which he laid 
a foundation by his obedience 
unto death. He is therefore pre- 
sented to view, in the endearing 
character of a Mediator, Re- 
deemer and Saviour, and of an 
advocate and intercessor for us, 
who hath so loved us, as to shed 
his blood, to lay down his life, for 
us—to give himself for us an 
offering and a sacrifice to God 
for a sweet smelling savor. And 
the Father, as being so well 
pleased and satisfied with his 
obedience and sufferings, that in 
consideration thereof, he freely 
forgives and saves all those who 
believe in him. Hence, it is 
probable, that sinful men, some- 
times at least, not duly regard- 
ing the whole representation con- 
tained in the ecvigharen, ¢ take up 
an idea, and indulge a feeling, 
2s thourh the Fathe ‘yr and the 
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Son were originally very differ. 
ently affected towards them—2s 
though the Father was their en. 
emy, whilst the Son had the 
most friendly and compassionate 
feelings towards them, and inter- 
posed, by his obedience and suf. 
ferings in their stead, to soften 
the severity of his Father's dis. 
position towards them, to ap- 
pease his wrath, and procure for 
them pardon, peace and haprpi- 
ness. And hence, eain, some 
probably think that they are 
pleased with the character of 
Christ, and really love him, 
whilst they feel no delight or sa- 
tisfaction in God, or are even 
conscious, that they have no real 
love to him ; but that their hearts 
are rather inclined to rise against 
him. 

Q. Are not these and such- 
like ideas, thoughts and feelines, 
not only erroneous, but also of 
hurtful or dangerous tendency : 

To me it appears clear 
that they are so. God the Va- 
ther has the same good will to- 
wards men with God the Son. 
Those, in some sense, different 
views, which the scriptures ex- 
hibit, of the Father and the Son, 
are owing to the different offi- 
ces they respectively hold, and 
the different parts they have to 
act, in the great affair of man’s 
salvation ; and not to any difler- 
ence of disposition, feeling, 01 
affection, originally, in the Fa- 
ther and the Son, towards sin 
and sinners. And whilst the 
Father is exhibited, as support ° 
ing the rights of the Godhead. 
and the honor and authority of 
the divine law and eo 
and hating and punishing sin 
and the Son, as the compassion- 
ate Redeemer and Saviour of 
sinners, at the amazing expense 
of his own obedience and blood; 
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ehecial care is taken, to have it 
stated, and declared in the most 
plain, express and decisive lan- 
guage, that all that Christ doth 
{yr the salvation of men, is ac- 
cording to the will of God the 
Father, and in execution of his 
eternal purpose. Yea, the 
whole plan and work of redemp- 
tion are abundantly represented 
in the scriptures, as originating 
with God, in his free love and 
self-moved goodness. God so 
loved the world, that Ae gave his 
only begotten Son, that whoso- 
ever believeth in him should not 
perish, but have everlasting 
fe.” “ He loved us, and sent 
is Son to be the propitiation 
jor our sins.” “™ Christ also 
loved us and gave himself for 
is.” Thus do the Father and 
the Son perfectly coincide in 
their love to mankind. Nor has 
Christ ever done, nor will he do, 
a single thing in accomplishing 
our redemption and salvation, 
but according to the will of God 
the Father. And God’s becom- 
mg the Father of believers, by 
adopting them in Christ, is the 
elect of his own free purpose 
und choice, according to the 
good pleasure of his will. Eph. 
 |—6. Nothing is or can be 
more evident and certain, ac- 
cording to the scriptures, than 
that the Father and the Son have 
the same disposition towards 
mankind, the same good wii, 
the same benevolence and com- 
passion—that they are equally 
disposed and engaged to efiect 
their redemption and salvation, 
and equally opposed to - 
sins, and equally resolved, that 
the honor and authority of = 
divine character, law and gov- 
ernment, ‘shall, at allevents, be 
perfectly supported. Accord- 
wely, Christ, acting as Media- 
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tor, showed no inclination to fa- 
vor sinners to the dishonor of 
God, or to the prejudice of his 
law, and authority ; nor the least 
desire that they should be ex- 
empted from the curse of the 
law without such an atonement 
as, in regard to them who _ be- 
lieve and are saved, answers the 
same purpose, which their suf- 
fering would otherwise have an- 
swered. And though, acting as 
the Redeemer and Saviour of 
sinners, he expresses infinite 
benevolence and mercy towards 
them ; yet this same Jesus, 
when he comes to act the part 
of the supreme and final Judge, 
in passing the last decisive sen- 
tence, and distributing rewards 
and punishments, will clearly 
prove by his conduct, that he 
hath the same hatred of sin 
with the Father, and the same 
disposition to punish it, when 
necessary, according to its de- 
merit. 

Itis therefore a great mis- 
take, and directly contrary to 
the plainly revealed truth, to 
think or feel, as though God the 
Father was not as benevolently 
disposed towards sinful mankind, 
as his Son Jesus Christ ; or as 
though any were under greater 
obligations to the Son than to 
the Father, for their salvation, 
and particularly, as though the 
Father’s good will towards us 
= caused, procured, or pur- 
chasedby Christ’s obedience and 
ina. And if any think or 
persuade eanear gly that they 
are well affected and friendly to 
Christ, and trust in him, w hilst 
they are in heart unreconciled 
and opposed to God and his law, 
they deceive themselves with 
a false persuasion. All such- 
like ideas and feelings are de- 


ceitful and delusive, and dircct- 
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ly tend to render or keep those 
who admit them, blind to their 
own true character and state. 


Gop in absolute sovereignty seeks 
jus own glory. 


ELF existence, eternity, in- 
finite wisdom and almighty 
power are essential to God. And 
omnipotence implies absolute so- 
vereignty. It cannot be con- 
trolled. God’s prerogative is to 
do “ according to his will in the 
army of heaven, end among the 
inhabitants of the earth: and 
none can stay his hand, or say 
unto him, what doest thou /” 
Whatever his wisdom dictates, 
or his will determines, his pow- 
er performs. He acts wholly 
according to his own pleasure, 
and does all things to his own 
glory. For himself he gave ex- 
istence to worlds, creatures and 
things. And he governs and 


disposes of them to the henor of 


his own name. “Of him, and 
through him, and to him, are all 
things; to whom be giory for 
ever.” 

Before the worlds were made 
he possessed infinite fulness, and 
had no need of creatures to add 
to his being, exaltation or hap- 
a Unlimited in every per- 
ection his immensity is immea- 
surabie, and can neither be in- 
creased nor diminished. It it an 
eternal fulness, an infinitude of 
being, dignity and felicity. 

His motive to create other be- 
ings originated in his sovereign 
benevolence. He was pleased io 
contemplate creatures as deriv- 
ine existence from himself, sub- 
ject to his disposal, and accord- 
ing to their varying capacities 
acknowledging their dependence 
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and giving him glory. py 
while creatures and worlds had 
no existence but in his omnis. 
cience and purpose, there was 
nothing beside himself to attract 
his love and bea motive of ge. 
tion. He was the only being in 
the universe ; and on him, jf 
other beings and things should 
be made, they would entirely 
depend. In determining to cre. 
ate them, all that he consulted 
was his own glory, the satisfac. 
tion of his own benevolence, and 
the fulfiiling of the counsel of his 
own wisdom. It was with him to 
say, Shall creatures be made? In 
what form shall they have being? 
And to what end shall they ten’? 
According to his own pleasure 
he determined their existence, 
their respective natures and pro- 
perties, and ordained the laws by 
which they were to be governe 
ed. In fixing the whole plan or 
scheme of creation and provi 
dence he regarded only his own 
will and the glory of his own 
name. 

The same supreme motive 
governs the execution of his 
purposes and decrees. He is 
unchangeable in his being and 
counsels ; “with whom is no 
variableness nor shadow of turn- 
ing.” Since creatures exist they 
are all his, and he does as he 
will with his own. His will is 
alway eood, just and wise. He 
delights in hiscreatures as works 
of his hands. When he had 
made the world and had cre- 
ated man, he saw what he had 
done that it was very good. 

The scheme of his govein- 
ment is perfect. He is prepared 
for all events, and is ever ready 
to do what will be for his glory. 
The fall of man was foresee?) 
and mercy was ready to inter- 
pose to eccomplish the purpos¢ 
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of sovercion grace. In giving 
nis Sun to redeem the world it 
was the will efthe Father, that 
ne should take en him not the 
yature of angels but the seed of 
Abrapam, aad be a merciiul 
and fuithiul high pricst in things 
yeas to men. It was ail 
tre sovereipn determination of 
God, * according to the good 
pieasure of his will, to the praise 
of the glory of his grace, wheve- 
in he hath made us accepted in 
the beloved.” Thegospel, which 
reveals his mercy, makes known 
“the mystery of his will, accor- 
ding to his good pleasure, which 
he hath purposed in himself" — 
“Tuat we should be to the 
prase of his glory.” And saith 
at uposiie, * Ye were sealed with 
the Holy Spirit of promise, which 
je the earnest of our inheritance, 
until the redemption of the 
purchased possession, unto the 
praise of his glory.” 

‘The good of creatures is con- 
sidered by God as they are his 
work ; and‘ to show justice, 
truth and benevolence in his 
treatment of them is necessary 
tothe display of his giorv.— 
His nature being love, including 
every moral exceljlence, he can- 
not do wrong, and acting in infi- 
nite wisdom he certainly will do 
right. In the inspired passages 
which have been adduced, all 
things are said to be fo dim, as 
Well as of him andthrough him; 
and the redemption of men, 
Which of all works is the great- 
est, 18/0 the praise of his glory. 
Christians also, who are to be 
'unitators of him, are command- 
ta. Doall to the glory of God.” 

Deity, in the immensity and 
eternity of his being, is the infi- 
Bite obrect of his own regard in 
Coney all things to his own 
story. The good of creation 

vor. VI. No. 7. 





though great, and in our view 
fay beyond comprehension, is 
finite. ‘The idea would be ab- 
surd, to suppose that the view of 
indnitude is increased by joining 
any thing finiie with it. An 
object cannot be contemplated 
of greater extent and import- 
ance than God, the inlinite Je- 
hovah. 

lithe greatest possible good 
of creation be included, or im- 
plied, inthe glery of God, then 
itissecured in his seeking his 
glory. But if, in any respect, 
it be a separate and different in- 
terest from that ef God, so as 
not to be ingluded in his glory, 
he doubtless will honor himself : 
* Yea, let God be true, but every 
man aliar :” let him possess all 
glory, whatever may be the glo- 
ry, or happiness of creation. 

Is the accomplishment of the 
greatest possible good of crea- 
tures necessary to the glory of 
God ? Is it essential to the dis- 
play of his infinite benevolence ? 
The question is vast, and is it 
certain that a finite mind and 
one affected by sin, can compre- 
hend it? Let man pause, before 
he decides on a subject so high 
and full of glory. 

God has sven fit to create 
finite intelligences, and to make 
himself known to them in 
works, which to them appear of 
vast extent. The glory of God 
in them is adorable. But are 
men prepared to say that ie 
has exerted almighty power as 
far as is possible, and that infinite 
wisdom is, or ever will be, ex- 
hausted, or will do its utmost, 
in contriying varieties of created 
beings with capacitics nearest 
possible to infinity, and means 
of happiness so multiplied and 
vastly enlarged, that Deity him- 
self can dv no more? To use 
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the language of the psalmist, one 
would think more modest, “ Our 
God is in the heavens ; he 
hath done whatsoever he hath 
pleased.” 

Vill any object that to say, 
God does all things to his own 
glory, represents him as acting 
witli contracted views ; and that 
the representation gives coun- 
tenance to selfish men in their 
having no higher principle than 
love to themselves ? Infinitude 
cannot be a contracted object of 
regard ; neither isit a reproach 
to the great Eternal, whose are 
all things, to say, that he su- 
premely loves himse'f, and looks 
on creatures as they are, the 
work of his hands, originated by 
him and wholly dependent on 
his power. But man is finite, a 
creature lately brought into ex- 
istence, having nothing of his 
own, placed among fellow crea- 
tures alike dependent, and hav- 
ing a common interest in the 
favors of the Creator. To him 
the first duty is to love God with 
all the heart, the mind and 
strength, and then to love his 
neighbor as himself. If!s char- 
acter as acreature of the being 
who is infinitely greater than 
himself, anda fellow creature 
with others of the same God, 
requires all this of him, that he 
may act suitably to his nature 
and condition. 

Will there be a wish to ask, 
If the glory of God be his high- 
est object, what security have 
creatures, that the sovereignty 
of his power will not destroy 
them ? The answer is easy. 
Truth, justice, goodness, and all 
other divine perfections are es- 
sential to God’s glory. In these 
he maintains an unchanging 
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evidenced in creation and proy. 
idence ; if his grace declared 
in his word, secure our happi- 
ness, then we are safe. But as 
tothose who reject Jesus Christ, 
and yet have opportunity to re. 
pent, it may be answered, “ He 
that believeth and is baptized 
shall be saved, but he that be- 
lieveth not shall be damned.” 
And, as to the question, whether 
it be probable that his grace will 
renew those who are sinners, 
the reply is, “ He hath mercy 
on whom he will have mercy,” 
and * It pleased God by the fool- 
ishness of preaching to save 
them that believe.” 

So long as the final characte: 
of any one is not ascertained, he 
cannot know what will be his 
everlasting state. God is holy, 
and holy creatures will be hap- 
py : he is gracious to mankind, 
and those who accept his grace, as 
oficred in Christ, will be saved : 
he alsois just, and those that defy 
hislaw and refuse his mercy will 
perish. God cannot deny him- 
self; the creatures therefore 
which will eternally partake ol 
his blessedness will be happy in 
the display of his glory. The 
redeemed of mankind will be 
saved “ to the glory of his 
grace,” and * to the praise o! 
his glory.” 


EGRAPHE. 


Memoir of the Rev, Lynde 
fluntington, 


Mess’rs. Eprrors, 
HAVING found from ex- 
perience and observation, that 
biographical sketches of persons 
eminent for piety are not only 





amiableness of character. If 
his wisdom and goodness, as 


entertaining, but really animat- 
ling and instructive, I have at 
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tempted a brief memoir of the 
life of the Rev. Lynde Hunting- 
ton late of Branford ; to which 
are annexed some extracts from 
his diary. The whole is now 
submitted to you for publication 
ifyou judge proper, by a friend, 
KC. D. 


HE Rev. Lynde Hunting- 

ton was a son of Mr. Oli- 
ver, and Mrs. Anne Huntington 
of Lebanon, in the state of Con- 
necticut, who were pious and 
respectable. Hewas born March 
22d, 1767. He early manifested 
a disposition to acquire knowl- 
edge, and while quite young, 
had many serious impressions. 
In 1784 he became a member of 
Yale College, where he was re- 
spectable as a scholar, and be- 
loved by the friends of virtue. 
In the early part of his collegi- 
ate life, he became a subject of 
very serious impressions and 
conviction of sin, which termi- 
nated in a hopeful conversion 
and union with Christ. He 
made a public profession of re- 
ligion, and joined the church at 
college, September Sd, 1786, 
and ever after adorned his pro- 
fession, About this time he be- 
gana diary, which he continu- 
ed, with some intermissions, 
during his life ; from which it 
appears, that he ever had a 
great sense of the evil of sin, the 
purity of God’s law, and the 
vileness of his own heart.— 
Though he was, at times, great- 
ly distressed with darkness and 
doubts, yet he had many lucid 
intervals, in which he enjoyed 
much divine consolation, and 
communion with God. 

In 1788 he received the hon- 
ors of college, expecting soon 
‘ocommence the study of divin- 
ity. A state of doubt, and a 
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want of clear evidence of graces 
however prevented him, for 
some time, from commencing 
a preacher of the gospel. At 
length it pleased God to afford 
him light and hope, in richer 
measures ; and he entered upon 
the work witha zeal and firm- 
ness, becoming the importance 
of the cause in which he en- 
gaged. 

Having deliberately, and of 
choice, devoted himself to the 
service of Ged, and the souls of 
men, and after a requisite pre- 
paration, he was licensed and re- 
commended as apreacher of the 
gospel in May 1793. In the 
summer 1795, he receiveda call 
to take the pastoral charge of 
the first church and society in 
Branford, which after mature 
deliberation and prayer for di- 
vine direction, he accepted ; 
and on the 28th of October fol- 
lowing he was ordained to the 
pastoral office. 

The natural talents with which 
he was endued, and the genuine 
piety which enriched and warm- 
ec his heart, eminently qualifi- 
ed him for the evangelical work ; 
and afforded a happy presage of 
fidelity and usefulness in the 
vineyard ofour Lord. Nor were 
these expectations disappointed. 
His strong mental powers, clear 
understanding, with a fixed ap- 
plication to theological studies, 
rendered him @ scribe .well in- 
structed in the things of the 
kingdom. Inthe manner of his 
life, and in the doctrines which 
he taught, he was truly a durn- 
ing anda shining light. In his 
life and conversation, he was an 
example worthy of imitation.— 
He adorned the profession of a 
Christian, and dignified the 
station of a gospel minister. 

The doctrines, which he in- 
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culcated, 
by arguments drawn from rea- 
son and revelation, but by the 
weight and auhority of an il- 
Justrious example of true piety. 
He manifested that he felt the 
force of them on his own mind, 
and that what he tewcht he fully 
believed. Hie went in and out 
before his flock, evidently im the 
fear of the Lord, keeping him- 
self unspotted from the world, 
aud carefully abstaining from 
every appearance of evil. His 
whole life was a standing testi- 
mony arainst the enemies of 
Christ, and in favor of pure 
and vital religion. In every do- 
mestic relation which he 
stoed, he was faithful, kind and 
afiectionate. As one set to 
watch for souls, he was faithful, 
zealous and faborious. He spar- 
ed no pains to promote the cause 
of his divine Master, and the 
salvation of sinners. On every 
favorable occasion, he spake a 
word tor him whose servant he 
was ; and the dilgent attention 
he paid to the state of his — 
evinced his willingness to spen: 
and be spent for the good of 
souls. Neither were his Jabors 
confined to his own particular 
flock ; ‘but, with avready mind, 
he assisted his brethren on prop- 
er and various occasions. 

He faithfully consulted the 
oracles of divine truth, that from 
this source he might learn the 
will of God, and the coctiines 
which he'taurht. And what he 
clearly conceived to be divine 
truth, from faithfully searching 
the holy scriptures, he shunned 
not to declare. 

Divine sovereignty and de- 
crees, man’s absolute cepend- 
ence on God, election, the tota! 
moral depravity of the human 
heart, the necessi 
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ration, Of repentance, faith ane 
good works ; the itmportance of 
holiness i believers as an ev. 
dence of mrace, end preparatorr 
for future glory ; and the cer. 
tainty that all true saints will be 
kept by the power and erace of 
God, throurh faith unto salva. 
tion, were doctrinal truths which 
he believed, tauglit, and enfor- 
ced. Te stood boldly in de- 
fence of the rospel, and endeay- 
ered, with wisdom and prudence 
to declare the whole counsel of 
God, rightly dividing the word of 
truth, and givine to each onea 
fiortion in due seacen. Ynpreach- 
ing, he was solemn, punrent and 
engared—m prayer, devout and 
fervent—in conversation instruc- 
tive—in counsel, judicious—'n 
hospitality, rich. 


His constitution was natur: 
firm, and had never been escen- 
tially impaired by sickness until 
he was attacked by the fatal mal- 
ady, which ter minated his labors, 
and his life. This attack, at 
first, not formidable and alarm- 
ine, by degrees assumed a more 
threatening aspect, tll it put ’ 
neriod to his life, September 
19th, 1864. 

In the death of this truly ex- 
wa and worthy mn, his fam- 

y have sustained am irre paradic 
vido and the church.and people 
over whomthe Holy Ghost had 
mace him an overseer, a most 
severe frown of Previcence— 
Yea, in him.a bright .star is ex- 
tinguished, and a pillar alien in 
the house of God. 

During the dirst part. af 6 
sickness, which continued sever- 
al months, he was greatly op- 
pressed with doubts and feat’ 
concerning his spiritual state 
Clearer evidence of grace, and 
a greater decree of holiness 
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were objects for which he pant- 
ed. But in his darkest, and 
most gloomy seasons, his hope, 
which was an anchor to his soul. 
bh id not wholly lose ; and at 
emes it was strong, almost to 
accprance. The state of his 
mind may be more fully tearned 4 
from bis own cbservations du- 
ring his sickness, and from some 
extracts from two letters, writ- 
ten to a ministerial brether im 
the western country, which | 
will here insert. The first 
bears dete, Tuesday April 25. 
1804, im which he writes thus : 

“Shope through divine favor, 
hat lam e@ ithe better. I yes- 
terday had a-visit from Dector 
M.ef New-Haven. tle speaks 
favorably of my prospects— 
thinks my case deserving of ve- 
ry careini attention, but net ve- 
ryalarming at present. I pray 
that I may avoid Asa’s sin, 
which, 1 think, was not merely 
seeking to physicians ; but in 
secking to physicians, and not 
unto the Lord. Yo the Lord 17) 
lesire to commit my case. In 
his hands, all will be well. I 
think no sentiment is more ha- 
bitual with me, than the perfect 
rectitude of his government ;. 
and it seems to me that I do 
daily rejoice in it. As to the 
iittle corrections ‘he his pleased 
to deal out to me, nothing seems 
mysterious or stranee about 
them, except that the Vv are so 
snlinitely lighter than I ‘deserve. 

If] were in the bottomless pit, 
tt would be abominable to mur- 
mur or complain—how much 
more, when surrounded with 
murberiess mercies, and at the 
foctstool of sovereign grace 
with the hope of glory, and im- 
mortality set before me. 
Thave been detained four sab- 
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through favor I am now better, 
and hope (and I think earnestly 
desire) to see the assembiy of 
the saints again the next Lord’s 
day. I trust I donot prize the 
nouse of God the less, by being 
detained from it. I think of the 
P 122 Psalm.” 

In another letter to the same 
friend, written about a month 
before his death. he writes thus: 
“ My brother, if you could see 
my heart through these scenes, 
vou would have an idea of weak- 
ness, emptiness and unbelief, 
such as you never had before. 
If there ever have been, or ever 
shall be any thing good in me, 
Lam sure I must say, Vor 7.” 

In the same letter, a few days 
after he adds : “ My soul is ve- 
ry much m bondage, but, bless- 
ed be Ged, notin despair. Last 
night IT was rreativ distressed, 
and I was almost certain, that a 
malicious accuser of the breth- 
ren, was concerned init. I got 
some relief by praying to God 
agamst him. This merning 
Job’s case gives me some hope 
and comfort. { should be sure 
of light by and by, but this ter- 
rible doubting, as to our inter- 
est in the promises, cuts off the 
hand that takes hold of them. 
May all thi $ prepare me for the 
resi 

The next morning he thus 
writes in the margin of the let- 
ter.—* Not having sealed my 
letter yesterday, on finishing it 
in the morning, Tam enabled, by 
the grace of Cod, to fill this 
little corner with information, 
that yesterday afternoon, I ex- 
perienced one of the pleasantest 
seasons of light and comfort 
that I have enjoyed since my 
sickness.” ‘ The Lerd can 
clear the darkest skies, &c. 
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On the 24th of June, it being 
the sabbath, he called his sister 
into his room, at a very carly 
hour, to whom he manifested 
great distress of mind. He said 
he had obtained very little sleep 
during the night, and was much 
exercised with doubts and fears 
concerning his spiritual state — 
“ [| cannot,” said he, “ obtain 
those clear views of the divine 
character, for which I long ;” 
and added many other things 
naturally arising from his siate 
of mind. He desired to hear a 
portion of scripture, which was 
read. Soon after he expressed 
himself to this effect. “I feel 
much better. I have scen some- 
thing of God. I think I have 
experienced something of those 
outgoings of soul after him, 
which David expresses in the 
Psalms which have been read. 

3h ! how glorious ! how trans- 
scendently glorious is God! I 
can trust myself in his hands 
for time and eternity. I know 
he willdo right. This isa mer- 
ciful, refreshing view he has giv- 
en me of himself; but I long to 
see more of him,” &c. For six 
or eight weeks, the state of his 
mind was alternately bright and 
gioomy. He had two seasons, 
in particular, of extreme distress, 
in many respects similar to the 
one mentioned above. He ap- 
peared to have a great sense of 
the exceeding sinfulness of sin, 
his own depravity of heart and 
life ; and said, that his sins see- 
med to be set in order before 
him. Those committed in child- 
hood iwhich had long been for- 
gotten, now came fresh to mind 
and stared him in the face. 

Being told, that God was still 
on a throne of grace, freely dis- 
pensing mercy to the humble 
penitent, he said: “Oh! I know 
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there is no deficiency on Ga’; 
part. I never have the leas 
doubt of his sufficiency, ability, oy 
willingness, Yt is my own vile 
hypocritical heart, that 1 fear is 
deceiving me.” These seasons, 
however, were not of long con. 
tinuance. 

In general, he complained 
much of great stupidity, that he 
could not think with fixedness 
and connection, which was to 
hima great grief. In seasons 
of darkness, he considered them 
as evidence against himself. His 
exercises, in general, were such, 
as would have afforded him sa- 
tisfying evidence of a renewed 
heart in any other person, but 
he could not see them to be such 
in himself. He often observed 
that doubts and fears in his situ- 
ation, could not be dismissed till 
a more convenient season, as was 
apt to be the case in atime ol 
health and prosperity. 

He was tenderly solicitous for 
his people, and Jamented that he 
was so much deprived of seeing 
and conversing with them. He 
desired strength more fully to 
enforce the doctrines which he 
had before preached, and now 
firmly believed. He was always 
anxious to see his ministerial 
brethren, and other Christian 
friends, by whom, he said, God 
always sent him some cordial. 
In examining the evidences of 
his good estate, he could never 
admit much doubt, in that of 
love to the brethren. 

About four weeks before his 
death, he had some brighter 
views than at any previous time, 
which he thus communicated to 
3 friend. “ You cannot be sensi- 
ble of the great goodness of God 
tome, in all his dealings. He 
has sometimes hid himself till 





I was almost ready to sink ; then 
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he darts some rays of light and 
comfort into my soul, kindly ma- 
king me feel my dependence. 
He has shown me myself, which 
view I exceedingly needed to 
humble me. ‘This forenoon I 
have had such clear, distinct, 
and admiring views of Christ in 
all his offices, as I never had be- 
fore, particularly his kingly of- 
fice, whereby he subdues us to 
himself. I think I do most cor- 
dially receive and embrace him 
in them all. How amiable! 
how glorious !” 

After this, he was free from 
any particular distress, and en- 
joyed a happy degree of peace 
and comfort, in that hope, which 
before, even in his darkest hours, 
had been, in some measure, an 
anchor to his soul. He, howev- 
ercontinued to express a long- 
ing desire for greater assurance, 
andto see more of God. He 
daily wished to hear as much of 
the bible as he could bear, and 
took peculiar delight in the 
Psalms, and in our Saviour’s 
last discourse to his disciples. 
He conversed more about the 
friends whom he expected soon 
to meet in heaven, than those he 
expected to leave behind. He 
manifested an uniform resigna- 
tion to the divine will, which 
he would frequently express 
when his pains were most se- 
vere. When his side was dres- 
sing, he said; “ Now I have a 
very corruptible body, which will 
soon become food for worms ; 
but another day, I shall have 
one incorruptible. What kind 
of body do you think that will 
be? It is sufficient for us to know 
that it will be fashioned like unto 
Christ’s glorious body.” On 
hearing some passages in the 
lifeof Mr. P. he said ; “I cannot 
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Strong and elevated language. 
But I have not lived the life of 
an eminent Christian, and have 
no reason to expect that God 
wilt reward me as_ such, ei- 
ther in life or in death. All is 
of free,sovereign grace.” When 
his little daughter was about to 
be sent to her aunt at N—, he 
desired that she might be bro’t 
to him. After kissing her he 
said ; ** She is no more mine— 
I have given her to God—I have 
before this, given all my children 
tohim. He can take care of 
them here, and fit them for a 
better world.” He often conver- 
sed with his children as he had 
strength, andin a way suited to 
their capacities. 

During two or three  eeks 
before his death, he was exerci- 
sed with great bodily pain and 
distress. But his greatest anx- 
iety was, a fear that he should 
dishonor God and religion by 
impatience. “ Oh, for patience ! 
Oh, for patience ’’ he would 
frequently exclaim. ‘ Do pray 
for me, that I may have /atience 
tobear, and fratience to wait God’s 
time. I know that will be the 
best time. It is always safe wai- 
ting’on God.” These were com- 
mon expressions. In seasons of 
great distress, he would say, “ It 
is my Father’s hand, my heav- 
enly Father’s hand. That tho’t 
will sweeten the bitterest cup.” 

A few days before his death 
he said, “1am afraid my will 
is not wholly subdued to the will 
of God.” Being asked if he 
wished to recover, he replied, 
that he felt a reluctance to re- 
turn, and live in this trouble- 
some world; but “let God’s 
will be done.” On Saturday 
before his death, being in great 
distress, he said to a friend stand- 





ine by ; Can this be dying *” 
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Being answered that it would 
not be matter of warperen, it he 
should be released before nig iit, 
he replied ; ; * That is fO0U— 
’tis a good thought.” Sablrath 
morning, being asked, if it would 
not injure him to see so much 


company as would probably be | 


in on that day, he replied, * INo. 
Let as many come as wish it, 
and see to what they are comiig. 


I cannot preach tothem now, ex- | 
‘ 
cept in groans and hiccoughis. 


But my situation may be as for- 
cible preaching as any other.” 

On Monday, altcr a kind of 
spasm, he said ; ** My pain was 
so great just now, that 1 almost 
forgot that it was my Fatlier’s 
hand. Doremind me of it in 
these turns. You do not know 
how much the thought eases 
my pain.” He observed, sever- 
al times, that he thought his 
prospects briglitened, as he drew 
nearer the ether world. He of- 
ten spake of the greatness of the 
change, but viewed it with com- 
posure. 

On Wednesday, when the 
symptoms of dissolution became 
evident, he was asked if he was 
sensible that he was dying, and 
— that his friends viewed him 

; he repiicd; “I believe I 
eh though my distress is not 
greater than it has been before.” 
He then calied for Mrs. Hunt- 
ington, who had, for some tine 
been very Weak, and iow, and 
addressed her thus: *“ 1 am sen- 
sible that I am dving, and that 
we must part. 1 atu willing, I 
hope you arealso willing. We 
shall soon mect aguin.” Here 
his streneth failed. Svon after, 
with a mind serene and compos- 
ed, he resissned his breath, and 
We confidently believe, exchan- 
ged a world of sin and sorrow. 
for a world of glory, and unmin- 


gle Jey. Blessed are ithe dead 
who in the Lord, 

A pe extracts from his ¢ shay 
which was written, merely for 
his own spiritual beneat, without 
the least idea of its ever betny 
made publie, will now be added, 
But herve t find a difficuity in 
determining where to begin and 
where te end, each part being 
neurly alike interesting —Afer 
he had entertained a hope oi nis 
good estate, and made a pu 
profession of relision, he scem- 
ed to enjoy much comfort, ex- 
fepting at few short intervals, 
for abouta year. After this he 
had great doubts, and at times, 
gave up his hope. This was 
the case great part of the time 
for three years or more. The 
veheral state of his mind, during 
that time, may be scen frota the 
following extracts from his di- 
ary, excepting the frst, which 
he wrote on the day in which he 
made a public profession of re- 
licion, and is as follows. 

“ Sept. 3d, 1786. I arose this 
morning, and performed secret 
devotion with some  fervency 
and satisfaction, but so little that 
| had occasion to lament it be- 
fore God. 

The solemn day was now 
come. wherein I was to dedicate 
myselt to God, and sit down at 
the table of our Lord. My mind 
felt calm, serene and resigned ; 
but less affected than I wished. 
But thanks be to God, that in 
the solemn transaction, he gave 
me so much willingness, and 
resolution to be his. I adore 
that unspeakable love, goodness 
and wisdom which have found 
out a wey whereby such an al- 
ienated, sinful creature as I, may 
be reconciled to an offended and 
neglected Creator. And now, 
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to thee in sincerity, solely rely- 
ing on the meritsof Christ’s per- 
fect righteousness, as I humbly 
x: f have, 1 Know that thou 
wilt accept me, ae the 
pieatest of sinners Put if Sa- 
tay afd my own “ubominably 
wicked heart have deceived me, 
I v thee to snatch me asé¢ 
from the burning, and 
Lriog me toa true knowledge 
of mvscelf and thee. But if 
thou hast, O Lord, enabled me 
todo it with siacerity, I desire 
to uccribe the praise to thee 
alone, humbly desiring that thou 
wouldest cnable me to walk wor- 
tiv the Lich and holy vocation 
wherewith Lam called. Ofmy- 
I, O Lord, [eam nothing. If 
cre be the least goodness in 
e, itis thy grace that hath 
“Y pray thee to 


he 
Vj 


maade me so. 
keep me humbly dependent on 
the influences of thy Spirit, to 
‘arry me through life, and the 
cloomy vale of death, and into 
etcrnity. And the 


a blessed 
praise shal! all be to God the 
Father, Go dthe Son, and God 
the oly Spit ity now and for 
ever. Amen? 

After this, he often speaks of 
the clear, refreshing views which 
he had of God, and sweet com- 
munion with him, for a year or 
more. Then he was involved 
in great darkness and distress, 
which will appear from the few 
following. extracts. 

“ Lord’s- day morning, April 
4th, 1790. Without holiness, no 

dn shall see the Lord. Where 
then shall I appear ? Perhaps I 
bave but poor ideas of what ho- 
liness is ; but I know by woful 
experience, what its of//rosife is. 
One look inward’ shows me the 
talfer in all its deformity. I yet 
‘ive a most miserable, guilty 
— ; and what appears to 
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me, to azeravate my guilt, is, 
that I know it, andam_ at least 
rationally co: ic ted of it ; and yet 
do not exercise that re pentance 
which the gospel requires. I 
sin against gveat light and 
knowledge, arainst the adinoni- 
tions of God’s word and provi- 
dences, agaist daily mercies, 
and, I have reason to think, a- 
gainst the strivings of the //oly 
Sivrit. And this is certainly 
highhanded wickedness. Alas! 
Pum the most abject slave to sin. 
fam bound by it in chains of 
adamant! ©O hateful chains! 
QO vile servitude! And yet 
such is my nature, that I love it! 
Shall l not then lothe myself? 
O Adam, what an inheritance 
hast thou lost! Could I throw 
all the blame on thee, it would, 
perhaps, ease me. But alas! 
itis mine as wellasthine. The 
inheritance, bad as it was, I 
accepted ; yea, and have vastly 
added to, and improved it— 
Cracious God! take from me 


these wretched possessions, and 
l,- 


}make me an heir of tha glori- 


ous inheritance, which ts incor- 
ruptibie, undefiled, and that 
fadeth not away.” 

“ Lord’s-day morning, June 
6th. Ifow miserable is the 
guilty conscience ! Oh, how am 
IT under the dominion of sin! 
How cruel the bondage ! Oh, 


the heart-piercing thought o} 


its being eternal ! Nothing but 
discouragement, nothing but 
wrath present themselves to my 


view. A fearful looking-for of 


judement and fiery indignation. 
QO solemn, and alarming tho’t! 
But, O my soul ! is there not a 
God of infinite mercy ? Ts not 
the Saviour yet extending his 
arms of mercy end inviling you 
tocome? Then I must retract 
my saying, that 2 fs all! wecon 
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agement. Gracious God, come 
over the mountains of my sins, 
and visit me with thy grace, and 
redeem me from sin and death.” 

“ Monday, June 7th. Tow 
unsatisfying is the world ! and 
yet how eager Tam in the pur- 
suit of its enjoyments ! I am 

fully sensible of its insufficien- 
cy for happiness, and that there 
is another real, unfailing source 
of true, solid delight. But still 
(strange prepostcrous creature 
that Lam) the former is chosen, 
and the latter is neglected. My 
principles and practice shame- 
fuliy contradict each other.— 
My head, I believe 1s much bet- 
ter than my heart. I have no 
doubt, that, in general, my faith 
is orthod ox. Oh, that my Ife 
and conversation harmonized 
with it! I want a new heart, 
and a right frame of spirit— 
Then should I go on my way re- 
joicing. Then would open to 
my view a glorious scene indeed. 
Life and immortality with all 
its jovs would then be mine in 
prospect. No more fears of fu- 
ture wrath would torment my 
anxious spirit. Then should I 
serve my God and a viour, with 
sweet deli: eht, and be influenced 
to duty, not by mercenary hopes, 
but by pure delight in the per- 
formance. Blessed is the man 
whose case is thus.” 

“ Wednesday, June 16th. I 
hate the character of the hypo- 
crite, and consequently hate my 
own. But Ged hates it infinite- 
ly more. Ilow vile then must 
Lappear in his sight! I have 
been conversing with a friend 
this afternoon, under great anxi- 
cty of mind. He came to me 
(poor man) for counsel and di- 
rection, supposing Tam a Chris- 
: Lam buta blind 


tian. Allis! 
of the blind. Ihave more 


leader 
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need, than he, of assistance, | 
am more in danger of future 
wrath. My character in the 
sight of God, is much the most 
criminal, and I am least con- 
cerned about it. I am guilty 
of unparalleled stupidity. The 
world will command my atten- 
tion, even to the neglect of the 
one thing needful.” 

“ Friday evening, June (8th. 
I have this day resisted tempta- 
tion in some little degree ; but, 
alas ! may resolutions against sin 
are miserably feeble. The sin 
which easily besets me, will 
have the victory over me. | 
am shamefully pusillanimous in 
conflicting with it. God will 
certainly one day punish me, or 
at least, awfully humble me un- 
der a sense of it. If I ever get 
into a happier state, I must first 
pass through a fiery trialin re- 
pentancee A view of myself, 
without an interest in Christ, 
will be a sight awfully painful. 
But to see myself fixed in this 
state eternally, would be horri- 
ble beyond conception. Oh, 
what scenes await me ! O my 
God! How am I to be disposed 
of for eternity ! A vessel of 
wrath, or a vessel of mercy - 
How much reason have I to 
fear the former! I can have 
no rational hope in any thing but 
the sovereign, long-abused grace 
of God. Herve there isa may &. 
With God, all things are possi- 
ble. His mercy is boundless. 
He has done wonders in every 
ave for undeserving sinners. A 
persecuting Saul, a thief on the 
cross, and many of the vilest ot 
men, have been the objects oi 
his sovereign mercy. Hence the 
only ground of hope forme. + 
have, this evening, been coll: 
versing with my sister, who pro- 





fesses a hope that she has shared 
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in the special grace of God. — 
How ought this to animate me 
to obtain the crown !” 

“ Saturday evening, July Sd. 
What am I? Dol know my 
own heart ? DoT really see and 
feel it to be wicked, as I often 
confess it to be? Do I see any 
thine of the great evil, which 
true Christians are said to see 
in the nature of sin? Do I see 
any thing of its destructive ten- 
dency, and great desert of pun- 
ishment ? Does it give me any 
trouble, only as it exposes me 
to future misery ? Alas! I 
find that I can convince myself 
of being altogether mercenary 
inall that Ido. My _ prayers, 
tears, and great thoughtfulness 
in religion, will excite in my 
heart the idea that God is un- 
der some obligation to have 
mercy on me. But this I find, 
on reflection, is far from being 
the case. I find that I have no 
regard for God, in all that Ido ; 
and why is he obliged to take any 
kind notice of me ? I do what 
he has commanded me, not be- 
cause he has commanded it, but 
because, by disobeying, I am 
exposed to punishment ; or by 
obeying, I hope to obtain a re- 
ward. This I plainly see and 
fecl is a hard saying for a proud 
heart—hard to be believed, and 
harder still to be thoroughly felt. 
Rut my heart can do no better 
than to plead guilty tothe charge. 
I cannot find in it any other 
than selfish views. This is in- 
deed a humbling confession ! 
To view one’s self stripped of all 
true virtue, of all real excellence, 
is dismal, is mortifying beyond 
expression! and being not only 
destitute of real good, but full 
of evil, is enough to break an 
heart of adamant. O my 


sil! wilt thou not relent? wilt 
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thou not quit thy obstinate hold 
of sin? Hast thou not become 
convinced of the folly and mad- 
ness of thy conduct ? May not 
the time past suffice thee to have 
wrought the will of the flesh ? 
Wilt thou not henceforth turn 
unto God and live? O vain 
and fruitiess words ? Vain are 
the tears which flow from my 
eyes—vain the anguish which 
wreaks iy heart! O the per- 
plexity, the anxicty and distress 
of my poor benighted soul ! Oh, 
what ignorance, what atheism, 
deism, and many other frightful 
spectres lurk within my breast ! 
And this, alas! for ought I 
can tell, is but the beginning of 
sorrows. Butcan I support the 
thought of their being eternal! 
Oh! What shall I do to be 
saved {” 

“ Tuesday evening July 6th. 
One is taken, and another left. 
How sovercign is God’s elec- 
tion! Nothing the sinner does, 
is of the least account with him. 
Prayers, tears, and strivings, 
bring him under no obligation. 
I have been these many years 
using these, and yet I obtain net. 
My friend lately began to be 
thoughtful, but the great work in 
him, is, most probabiy so soon 
accomplished. A few weeks on 
the boisterous ocean, have fand- 
ed him on the rock of ages, ia 
the harbor of peace and safety. 
But I am tossed year after year, 
and alas! must probably sink at 
last. My prospects look daily, 
more and more like final perdi- 
tion. Iam led captive by my 
evil propensities.” 

“Lord’s day, April 10th, 
1791, P. M. The word of God 
sounds in my ears from week to 
week, and from day to day ; but 
I prove a thorny ground hearer. 
What will become of me in the 
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end Ged only knows. I have 
reason to fear, that I shall be 
cast off with the present wicked 
generation. Almost ail of my 
standing in life, appear to be 
travelling to a world of woe. 
Most go on merrily as if they 
1ad 2 paradise in prospect ; but 
I find a melancholy journcy of 
it; and am. notwithstanding, se 
foclish as obstinately to pursue 
it. I see more of the folly of it 
then others, and am I feat ry on 
that account, more guilty in ad- 
heving toit. When | compare 
my cuiward behavior with that 
of others, 1 am cept to look on 
myself asless guilty than many. 
But when I look at my reart, 
my secret sins, my hypocrisy, 
breach of covenant, misimprove- 
ment of light, and the influences 


of the Hoty Spirit, of privileges, 
ordinances, and m1 ‘ovidences, I 
apprehend myself among the 


greatest sinners that ever meet 
the boundless mercy of God.— 


How necessary is the power of 


God in conversion! How com- 
pictely have I ruined myseHT? 
Tiow ‘deed am I in trespasses 
and sins '—dead to holiness, but 
alive to sin! A most miscrable 
death, and a most miserable life 2” 


(Tol de continued.) 
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(Concluded from p. 240°) 
“© one other object, which at 
present is matter of great 
eoticiincde te our Seciety, 4 bee 
cave for a moment to call the 
tion of this forge and 
table company ; 
posed new edition of the 
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into the question, how far the 
preservation of that ancient djs. 
lect of the Celtic, the lanena 
of our forefathers, the primi a 
inhabitants of this Island, is an 
object of jus? desire. 

It is the earnest wish of many 
wise and good men, that the 
whole inhabitants of Great Bri- 
tain and Irciland should speak in 
the same tongue, and be perfect. 
ly understood by one another in 
their mutual intercourse ;—my 
sentiment on this point differs 
hot from theirs. But surely while 
the Celtic, whether in the Irish, 
Welch, or Gaelic dialects, is the 
existing language of great bodies 
of remote and ignorant pecple,no 
wise and good man will refuse to 
give them the means of instiuc- 
vonintheonly Janguage in which 
they are capable of receiving it. 
And of all the means and modes 
of conveying instruction an 
provement, in religion, in morals, 
and civilization, the Scriptures 
wre, Without doubt, the best and 
most efiectual. In the Highlands 
of Scotland it is computed that 
535,000 people speak the Gae- 
lic languare, and that of these 
300,000 cannot understand a dis- 
COULSE, OF a LOO]: written in En- 
giish. 

Proceeding upon this idea, 
our Society as soon as public 

and private benevolence enabled 
them to translated and 
published the holy Scriptures m 
the Gaclic language. But this 
they could not do at once ; the 
work was great and expensive. 
They publish ed the Bible at ail- 
ferent periods, and in detached 
portions: inthe year 1767 on 
New Testament in Gaelic by i 
self; and in various successive 
years, and ia se parate — 
the several books of the O/d 76: 
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In 1796, the first edition of the | comprehend a book written, or 


New Testament being cxhaust- 


a continued discourse spoken in 


ed, they published another, con- | any other. 


: P secant J , ’ > ~ 
sisting: G LWENCY (HOUSANG copics. 


And nosy, some Of the frst print- | 


ed volumes of .the Old Testa- 
ment ore so much reduced in 
number, that they will scarcely 
supply the urgent demands of 
the liighlands in general, and 
of our own schools in particular, 
till anew edition can be printed. 

The Society have it much at 
heart to furnish to their country- 
men inthe Highlands this much 
desired work: but their own 
funds, as may easily be collected 
irom what I have already said, 
we utterly inadequate to the ex- 
pense. “Lhe new impression, it 
is preposed, shall consist of 
went thousand copies: the cal- 
culation of the expense of which, 
in printing and paper, given in 
vy the Printer, amounts to 
1234/. 16s. The Members and 
Odicers of the Society have con- 
iibuted according to their abili- 
ty, and were their subscriptions 
io be made known, there are few 
wno Would not deem them libe- 
ral. Many among the opulent 
and well disposed of their coun- 
uymen, have joined them in this 
good work. Near one halfof the 
sum required, is now subscribed 
for, but above eleven hundred 
pounds are still wanting. Yet, 
hetwithstanding, the Society 
With that trust in Providence and 
inthe benevolence of the Public, 
in which they have never been 
Ceceived, have begun the work. 
They feel the importance of bas- 
tening it forward for the accom- 
Inedation of no less than ‘irce 
hundred and thirty-~ve thousand 
firsons,of whem it iscomputed 
that three hundred thousand wn- 
cerstand no other Janguage than 
the Gaelic, er at least cannot 





Gentlemen, I speak not upon 
mere iniormation: I have tra- 
velled in the service of the Socie- 
ty through every part of the 
Highlands and Islands, and have 
preached to congregations con- 
sisting of many hundreds, who, 
from curiosity, flocked together 
to see and hear a strange minis- 
ter; but of whom perhaps not 
above a dozen in each, under- 
stood what he said. 

What benevoient heart would 
not rejoice to be instrumental in 
sending toso numerous a people, 
and these our fellow citizens, the 
Word of God in their native lan- 
guage, and at such a rate, as the 
poorest among them can afford ? 
Who that is guided by a spark 
of humanity, would not wish to 
convey to successive gencrauions 
of many thousands of children, 
this best and most effectual 
means of instruction and im- 
provement in every thing valua- 
ble and important, whether re- 
garding man as a member of hu- 
man society, or 2 being destined 
for immortality ? 

One circumstance claims par- 
ticular attention at present. 
From a variety of combined 
causes, unnecessary to be enu- 
meraiec, a rage for emigration 
to America has for some years 
prevailed through the Highlands 
and Islands. Instead of dimin- 
ishing, it continues to increase. 
it is computed by those who 
have best access to information, 
that at least twenty thousand 
people are engaged to cross the 
Atlantic during the course of the 
presentseason. Should this dis- 
position remain, these countries 
will, ere many vears elapse, be 
deprived of their native inhabi- 
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tants; and surely the climate and 
soil contain few attractions to 
strangersto come to supply their 
place. A few solitary shepherds 
and their dogs will constitute the 
inhabitants of the Highlands and 
Islands. The mischief which, 
from this unhappy change, will 
result to the empire at large, is 
obvious to every man of the least 
reflection. 

Are not the Highlands and 
Islands the nursery of our army ! 
From their health-covered moun- 
tains, have not a multitude of our 
most gallant defenders sprung ? 
Men, who in every field, and in 
every climate, have covered 
themsclves with glory? And does 
our country stand in less need of 
their assistance now, when a 
proud and violent Foe threatens 
to invade our coasts, and deprive 
us of every thing dear and yalu- 
able to us, as men and as Chris- 
tians—as citizens of the happiest 
country, blessed with the noblest 
constitution of any on the face of 
the earth? 

Gentlemen, is not this a time 
when such a people shoukl be 
soothed, and by every possibie 
means encouraged in their an- 
cient and well known attachment 
to their native country ? Much I 
trust the wisdom of Government 
will see it necessary for then to 
do, for this most important pur- 
pose. And ought not we in our 
several stations, to do al! in our 
power to promote the same valu- 
able end ¢ And I affirm from a 
thorough knowledge of these 
people, that we can do nothing 
more grateful to them than to 
send to them the Scriptures in 
their native language,and schools 

to teach their children to read 
them. 

Gentlemen, to be sensible of 
the valueand importance of these 
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schools, think only of what the 
Highlanders were, and what they 
now are. I will not resume the 
sad description of what they foy. 
merly were ; but I assert ‘from 
personal knowledge and experi. 
ence, that there is not now upon 
the face of the earth, a people 
more peaceable, morc honest, or 
more attached to the king and 
constitution of their country. 

Compare their character with 
that of the peasantry of a neivi- 
boring island. It is needless to 
descend into particulars : the 
broad facts which constitute the 
difference, are well known, and 
the contrastis distressing. What 
isthe cause? Is it not, that the 
inhabitants of the one country 
are blessed with the means of 
education and instruction, while 
those of the other, uneducated, 
and uninstructed, are left toall 
the dismal effects which igno- 
rance and superstition combined, 
produce upon the mind and cha- 
racter of man? 

From the schools of the Soci- 
ety, besides their happy effects 
upon the civilization end im- 
provement of the inhabitants at 
large, have issued numbers qual- 
ified by their knowledge of let- 
ters, and still more by their good 
principles and sober and regular 
habits, to rise in the army thro’ 
allsubordinate rradations to evel 
the highests ranks, as many ol! 
them have actually done. 

From the schools of the Soct- 
ety have issued many, who in 
consequence of the first princi 
ples of literature imbibed 
them, have been enabled to pro- 


secute their studies, and to be- 


come qualified for the places of 
trust and consequence in civil 
life which they now occupy, 
There are present some, who 
from their own experience ca" 
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bear testimony to the truth of | with me it isin some measure a 
these observations. And there |personal cause ; because during 
are now in heaven thousands |the best part of my life I have 
who give glory to God in the |been intimately connected with 
highest, that by the Society, |this Society ; for ten years as a 
schools were erected inthe High- | Director, and for fourteen more 
lands and Islands of Scotland. as its Secretary ;—that I have 
Need I say more, Gentlemen, | travelled much and labered much 
to prove the importance of these | in its service, and that still the 
seminaries to individuals and to | largest portion of my time and 
the Public at large ? I appeal to | attention is devoted to it. 
the understanding of everyman; The kindly expressed senti- 
who hears me, whether there _mentsof approbation by the Gen- 
can be a better directed charity | tlemen in the Direction, and the 
than to contribute to their sup- Members of the Society at large, 
port and to the increase of their have all along animated my ex- 
number ? ertions; and together with the 
I have spoken perhaps too consciousness of endeavoring to 
long, and with too much earn- promote the best interests of re- 
estness, but your good nature ,ligion, and of a large body of 
will find an apology for me in my countrymen, have proved a 
the interesting nature of the sub- high reward of my otherwise 
ject—in this perhaps too, that | gratuitous services. 





To the above general Account of the Society, we beg leave to sub- 
join the following particular Statement of its Expenditure, extract- 
ed from the Affiendix to Dr. Ocitvr’s Anniversary Sermon, 
jiublished in February last ( 1802.) 


THERE are upon their establishment above 300 teach- 


ers of both sexes, who give education to 15,719 children, 


whose salaries amount annually to ; : : L.3,015 
Thirteen missionary ministers and catechists in various 

remote districts of the Highlands and Islands; their sal- 

aries amount to : ‘ ° , . , , 526 
To the aged and superannuated, among the teachers up- 

on their establishment, is paid, in annual pensions, a con- 

siderable sum, necessarily various, but which, at an aver- 


age, is computed at ° ‘ ; . ‘ . 150 
l'o six students in divinity having the Gaelic language, 
bursaries or annual pensions of L.15 to each, ‘ : 90 


The Society defray the expense of candidates coming 
fom remote distances to Edinburgh, for examination as 
to their fitness for being employed as teachers, and often 
of their residence for some time for their improvement. 
The amount cannot but be various, but may safely be es- 
mated at , ‘ ° , ; , . ; 60 
The expense of the books which they send to their 
schools for the use of the poor scholars, viz. Bibles, New 
‘Testaments, catechisms, spelling-books, and various eie- 
mentary tracts, both of religion and literature, amount at . 
wn average taken from different years, to ; . 167 











; 






































































The salaries of three of the office-bearers of the Socie- 
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ty (and none of the other officers enjoy any emolument 


whatever,) viz. the Treasurer, 


Bock-holder, and Clerk, 


fixed many years azo, the smallest perlraps ever given 
for such services, L.25 each, and that of the beadte or 


servant, L.12. In all 7 


Repairs, taxes, and public burdens upon the houses of 


the Society, postages, stationary, and other casual ex- 


penses, averaged at . 


° 185 


——wie +s 


Explanation cf Scriptural Types. 
No. 1X. 
Isaac a type of Curist. 

‘Ox all the eminent characters 

which have appeared onthe 
stage of human life, few have 
been introduced with so many 
marks of consideration, as the 
pawisrch Isaac. While others 
have been generally inivoduced 
Without any 
him so much was _ predicted, 
that long before his birth, he be- 
came an object cf ardent ex- 
pectation. How obvious in this 
respect, the parallel between 
him and his great antitype 
Christ Jesus ?—Of the particu- 
lars in which Isaac typified 
Christ, the following are select- 
ed as the most important. 

1. Isaac was a promised son. 
Sarah thy wife shall bear thee a 
son. He was a promised son im 
such a peculiar manner, that this 
vas a mark of distinction, and he 
was called the soz of the fromise-- 
and how soon after the apostacy 
was Christ promisedto the sin- 
ning parents of mankind? The 
seed of the woman shall bruise 
the serpent’s head. How many 
and illustrious were the promis- 
es which went before his birth, 
concerning his person, work, 
und his glorious and eternal 


premonitions, of 


ikinedom ? And are not all the 
| promises of God in him, yea, 
wud in him, amen ? 

2. Isaac wes a son of faith 
and patient expectation. 
ham belteved that he who had 
promised was able also to per- 
form, who also would doit; but 
long was the accomplishment 


{ 
| 
j 
‘ 


Ab rae 


of the promise delayed, many 
and issuperalic to nature were 
the trials and discouragements 
iol his faith ; but he stageered 
‘hot at the promise of God, 
‘throveh unbelief, bat was strong 
in faith giving glory to God— 
| Much Ionger was the birth of 
the promised Saviour deferred, 
more numerous, obstinate and 
absolutely insuperable to reason 
‘and nature were the obstacles to 
“an accomplishment of it, yet 
jadeing him faithful who had 
proinised, in hope and patience, 
did the Church wait for the con- 
solation of fsrael, until the de- 
sire of all nations entered into 
his temple. 

3. The conception, and the 
birth of Isaac, were attended 
with remarkable circumstances ; 
‘and eminently so were the con- 
ception and the birth of the 
.Lord Jesus Christ. 

4. Before the birth of the 
‘promised son his parents were 
‘directed to call his name [saac; 
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jov, gladness and great was the 
joy of Abraham and Sarah at his 
birth; and before the birth of 
Christ his parents: were directed 
tocall his name Jesus, for he 
should save his fieofile from their 
ans. and gréat was the joy in 
heaven and on earth when a 
multitude of the heavenly host 
praised God, and said, Glory to 
Gopin the dighest,on earth freace, 
eood will to men, 

5. Eminently did Isaac typi- 
fy Christ in being offered in sac- 
rice. oillustrate this, mark 
the resemblance between them. 

(1.) Isaac was the only and 
affectionately beloved son of his 
parents ; and Christ was the 
only begotten and beloved son 
of his Father, was daily his de- 
light, rejoicing always before 
him. 

(2.) Necessity was laid upon 
Abraham by the command of 
God, to ofier up Isaac his son ; 
md it was of absolute necessity 
that Christ should: die, the just 
fr the unjust to bring sinners 
to God. If there had been a 


law which could have given |} 
Abraham, God renewed his 


life, verily righteousness should 
have come by the law. 

(3.) When Abraham was 
tried, he withheld not his son, 
his only son ; and so God spar- 
ed not his own son, but delivered 
him up for us all, that with him 
he might freely give us all 
things richly toenjoy. 

(4.) Isaac had committed no 
particular crime for which he 
was to suffer ; and Christ, who 
did no sin, offered himself as a 
lamb without spot to God. 

(5.) Isaac bore the wood on 
Which he was to be offered as 
the victim ; and Christ bore the 
ross on which he was to ex- 
plate the guilt of the world. 

(6.) In offering up Isaac, A- 

Vor. VILNO, 7. 








braham must officiate as pricst, 
and he stretched forth his band 
to take the knife; and when 
Christ was to be made sin for 
us, his Father must immolate 
him on the aitar of justice, and 
hesaid, Awake, O sword, against 
the man that is my fellow. 

(7.) Abraham accounted that 
God was able to raise Isaac from 
the dead, from whence also 
he received him in a figure ; 
and God raised up his son Je- 
sus, that his holy one might not 
see corruption. 

(8.) After this symbolic trans- 
action, Isaac returned to his 
place ; and when Christ by one 
offering had purged our sins, he 
ascended on high, to heaven 
from whence he came, and for 
ever sits down on the right 
hand of the majesty on high. 

(9.) In offering up Isaac, 
Abraham gave the most deci- 
sive evidence of love to God ; 
and God commendeth his love 
to us, in that when we were sin- 
ners and without strength, 
Christ died for us. 

(10.) For the obedience of 


promise and said, By myself 
have I sworn, saith the Lord, 


that in blessing IF will bless thee, 


and in multiplying I will multi- 


ply thy seed as the stars of hea- 
ven, and thy seed shall possess 
the gates of his enemies ; and 


in thy seed shall all the nations 
of the earth be blessed, and be- 
cause Christ humbled himself 
and became obedient unto death, 
even the death of the cross, 
God hath highly exalted him 
and given him a name which is 
above every name, that at the 
name of Jesus every knee shall 
bow—hath promised that he 
shall see of the travail of his soul 


and be satisfied—that a secd’ 


LL! 
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shall serve him—that he shall 
rule in the midst of his enemies, 
and that they shall be made his 
footstool. Abraham called the 
name of the place Jehovah-Jireh, 
the Lord will provide. There 
he provided the ram which A- 
braham sacrificed in the room 
of Isaac—and he has provided 
the substance as well as the 
type, his own son, the lamb of 
God which taketh away the sin 
of the world. 

Yt will peculiarly tend to im- 
press the whole subject on our 
minds, to reflect, that the scene 
of this transaction was on one of 
the mountains of Moriah which 
must have been Calvary or nigh 
to it. Inthe same place, per- 
haps, was the type exhibited, and 
the substance displayed. And 
in this mountain hath the Lord 
made unto all people a feast of 
fat things of wine on the lees ; 
of fat things full of marrow, 
and sent forth his gracious in- 
vitation, Come, eat of my bread 
and drink of the wine which I 
have mingled, and let your soul 
deiight itself in fatness. Amen. 


From the Christian Observer. 
Inconsistency of violent Passions 
weth Christianity. 


HOUGH I am a female, 

and very young, yet I have 
taken the liberty of troubling 
you with a few lines on a point, 
which at present occupies much 
of my thoughts, and on which 
J am desivous of procuring 
some decisive information. | 
trust your goodness will admit 
my excuse, and will deem the 
subject of my letter a sufficient 
apology for addressing you. 





| the morning and afternoon s 


On the death of my parents, 
when I was only four years old, 
I devolved to the care of an w. 
married sister of my mother’s, 
Under her protection I have 
now continued for almost twelye 
years, and have much reason tg 
feel grateful to her for the treat. 
ment which I received. She 
has spared no expense in be. 
stowing on me such an educa. 
tion as the neighborhood afford. 
ed ; and, indeed, excepting the 
great irritability and natural vio- 
lence of her temper, of which 
however I have more frequent- 
ly witnessed the effects on oth- 
ers, than experienced them on 
myself, I have had no subject of 
complaint. The great object 
which my aunt, till within a late 
period, has hed constantly in 
view, has been pleasure; and 
such pleasures as easy circum- 
stances, and a_ considerable 
market town, have given her 
the means af enjoying, she has 
pursued with unceasing eager- 
ness. Cards, company, and 2 
continual succession of engage- 
ments, have nearly engrossed 
her whole time ; and the chief 
business of her life has consisted 
in forming and executing plans 
of amusement. But within these 
two years a very striking change 
has taken place in this part of 
her character. She is no longer 
devoted to the same pursuits as 
formerly. Cards are banished 
from the house. Such compa- 
ny only are selected as are dis- 
tinguished by their serious hab- 
its, and a more than ordinary 
profession of piety. The con- 
versation, in which alone she 
takes any pleasure, is entirely 
of a religious nature. Her fam- 
ily are assembled to praye!s 
twice in a day; and not only 








vices on the Lord’s Day, but the 
lecture atnight, as well as that 
on Wednesday evening are reg- 
ularly attended by her. This 
great alteration, I apprehend, 
hasbeen chiefly effected through 
the exertions of our valuable 
and exemplary rector, since 
whose coming into the town 
about three years ago, a very 
considerable improvement has 
taken place in a large portion 
of the inhabitants. My aunt at 
first called him a Methodist : 
but after some time his preach- 
ing evidently began to make a 
deep impression on her mind, 
which has, at length, terminat- 
ed in producing the change 
which I have mentioned. 

But do you know, Sir, that 
striking as this change is, Iam 
half afraid that she is not yet a 
true Christian. Pray, do not 
deem me uncharitable for ad- 
mitting such a suspicion ; but 
suspend your judgment, till I 
have assigned my reasons.— 
Though my aunt is, in many 
respects, so greatly altered, yet 
there is one point in which she 
continues unchanged. Her tem- 
per remains as irritable, her pas- 
sions as violent as they were 
hefore she became religious. I 
almost think on some occasions 
that, in this particular, she grows 
worse. ‘The house is a continu- 
al scene of altercation between 
herself and the domestics ; and 
ihe consequence is, she is so of- 
ten changing her servants, that 
no person of a good character 
will enter into her service. Had 
you, Sir, been present at some 
of the scenes which I have wit- 
nessed, I am sure you would 
have been shocked. So ungov- 
ernable is her temper, that I 
fave seen her, almost immcedi- 
acly cfter rising from family 
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prayers, fall into a violent pas- 
sion with the footman, for hav- 
ing laid the wrong table-cloth, 
or for not making his spoons 
shine so bright as he ought.— 
Atanother time I have known 
her to break forth into expres- 
sions of vehement rage with the 
maid for not having the tea-kettle 
boiling against her return from 
afternoon service. 

Now, on contemplating such 
scenes, the question will invol- 
untarily arise in my mind, “ Can 
my annt be a true Christian?” 
The Bible plainly tells me, that 
true Christians are like-minded 
with Christ. But I ask myself, 
* Is this the mind which was in 
Christ Jesus? Isthis the gen- 
tleness of Christ of which St. 
Paul speaks /” Our good rector 
preached last Sunday from this 
text, “ Ifany man be in Christ, 
he is a new creature: old things 
are past away ; behold, all 
things are become new.” I con- 
fess I could not help applying 
the doctrine contained in this 
passage to my aunt. If she 
were in Christ, she would be a 
new creature : and though it be 
true that many old things are 
passed away, yet while she 
yields tothese unrestrained fits 
and starts of passion, canit be 
said, that a// things are become 
new ? Tell me, Mr. Observer, 
if I am uncharitable in my sur- 
misings : and show me in what 
respect the conclusion, which f 
am urged very reluctantly to 
form, is erroneous. 

But before I conclude, I must 
adduce another circumstance 
which serves very strongly to 
confirm my _ suspicions. My 
aunt, I fear, does not strive to 
subdue her temper. I draw 
this inference from the follow- 
ing circumstance. After the 
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gusts of passion are over, in- | 
stead of confessing and lament- 
ing the impropriety of her con- 
duct, she attempts to vindicate 
and excuse it. She pleads in 
her exculpation the natural irri- 
tability of her constitution, and 
declares that with passions so 
varm and impetuous as hers, it 
is impossible to restrain the in- 
dulgence of them. And yet 
even to this assertion, I hardly 
know what degree of credit is 
due ; since I am not seldom 
prescnt on occasions in which 
she bridles her anger apparently 
with great facility to hersetf. It 
is rarely, when in company with 
her religious friends, that she 
suffers any thing to escape which 
might disclose this feature in 
her character ; and provocations 
are then permitted to pass unno- 
ticed, which, at other times, 
would probably excite a most fu- 
rious storm. 

In skort, the whole affair is 
to me an inscrutable mystery — 
On the one hand, I see a very 
surprising change wrought in 
my aunt. Cured of her immod- 
erate love of the world and 
picasures, I see her become a 
most zealous and ardent protess- 
or of religion. But, onthe oth- 
er hand, I do not see in her that 
habitual government of the tem- 
per, which corresponds with my 
tdvas of religsion. Are my ideas 
on the subject incorrect? Can 
true religion exist where irrita- 
dle tempers and violent passions 
are indulged without restraint ? 
Isthere any state of the heart 
so bad, as that religion cannot 
administer acure ? Consequent- 
ly, can any Christian piead in- 
ability to subdue his evil pro- 
pensities, as an excuse for erali- 
lying them ? If your self, or any 
of your correspondents, will ft 
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nish areply to these enquries it 
willconfer an important fayor 
on your admirer 


NARCISSA. 
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Britishand Foreign Bible Socieiy, 


Extracts from the Appendix 
to the Report of the British 
and Foreign Bible Society. 


THE first is an extract of a 
Letter from the Rev. Dr. Dal- 
rymple, one of the ministers of 
Ayr. 

“¢T give you joy, and would 
take some small share of it my- 
self, that we have lived to the 
day of a British and Foreign 
Bible Society. In the 82d yea 
of my age, and 59th of my min- 
istry ; next to both deaf and 
blind; it is little that I can do 
in an active Way to assist in s0 
glorious a design: but that lit- 
tle shall not be wauting. This 
evening I intend t6 overture our 
Svnod for a Collection, after the 
good example of the Presbytery 
of Glaszow, and I hope to suc- 
ceed’.”  (p. 34.) 

Mr. Kiesling a respectable 
merchant in Nurenberg thus 
writes. 

“ Your Ictter afforded me such 
joy that I could not contain my- 
self, but immediately went to the 
Rev. John Godfried Sch OEE! 
one of the most respectable min- 
isters of our city, in order to 
communicate to him the joyful 
news from a far country. He 


‘ 
Was no less affected than my self; 
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and we agreed to appoint a meet- 
ing of Christian friends on As- 
cension-Day, at which we unan- 
imously resolved to unite for the 
formation of a Bible Society, 
and by a printed Jetter, to invite 
our Chistian friends throughout 
Germany and Switzerland, to 
assist us in sonoble an under- 
taking’. 

“ When sometimes I am pri- 
vilezed to give away a Bible or 
New ‘Testament, father and 
mother, son and daughter, are 
running after me, thanking me 
a hundred, and athousand times, 
kissing my hand, and my coat 
shedding tears of joy, and loud- 
ly exclaiming ; § May God bless 
you : may the Lord Jesus bless 
you in time and to all eternity.’ 
Really I felt sometimes a fore- 
taste of heavenly joy, so that I 
could not sufficiently bless Ged, 
for having entrusted me with the 
honorable commission of stew- 
ard of the kind benefactions of 
others. But the more I disperse, 
the more the petitions both of 
Ministers and Schoolmasters in- 
crease, not only from Austria, 
but likewise from Stiria, Carin- 
thia, and Hungary, insomuch 
that I am afraid to present their 
petitions.” (p. 36.) 

The address circulated by the 
Nurenberg Bible Society thro’- 
out Germany cleses with the 
following appeal. 

“ We confidently hope for the 
success of our undertaking. If 
in England, according to the 
latest accounts, even hard work- 
ing artisans have contributed 
their mite towards the support 
of the Bible Society, can we sup- 
pose that less zeal for the good 
cause will be displayed by our 
German and Swiss reverers of 
the sacred writings ? 

“ The inherent value of the 
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book, the religious wants of the 
people, the critical circumstan- 
ces of the times, the present 
tranquillity of the States; all 
these, besides many other urgent 
reasons, loudly call for attention 
to this important undertaking. 

* O ye, who know and revere 
the Bible, which yet remains the 
Bible of all religious parties, 
lend your aid in promoting it : 
Ye, who, on the brink of the 
grave, can dispose of your prop- 
erty at pleasure, think on the 
words of the just Judge of the 
world, J was hungru, and ye gave 
me meat ; I was thirsty and ye 
gave me drink. If the blessing 
be already so great for him who 
ministers to the bodily wants of 
his fellow creatures, how much 
greater will it be for those, who, 
constrained by the love of Christ, 
provide for satisfying the hungry 
after the living word of God, 
and lead thirsty souls to the pure 
wells of salvation!” (p. 41.) 

From the letter of a Roman 
Catholic Priest in Swabia we 
gladly extract a few passages. 

“| had the pleasure to learn, 
from a copy of your letter, ad- 
dressed by Mr. Tobias Kiesling, 
of Nurenberg, the great number 
of zealous friends of the Bible 
in London, who are filled with a 
noble desire to send out the pure 
word of God, as the best preach- 
er, into the world. This ac- 
count excited in my breast the 
most heart-felt joy and gratitude 
towards that God, ‘ who is the 
only Giver of every good and 
perfect gift ;’ but I felt also live- 
ly emotions of unfeigned love 
and affection for you, and for 
all the Members of that venera- 
ble Bible Society, for whom I 
wish a thousand blessings. May 
the Lord Jesus, through whom 





all blessings are communicated 
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tous, be the beginning and end 
of their praiseworthy underta- 
king ! and may his name be glo- 
rified for it to all eternity ! 

“ What particularly induced 
me to write, was your question, 
Whether the Bible was still pro- 
hibited to the Catholics ? Being 
convinced thereby, that you was 
mindful even of the poor Catho- 
lics I was particularly moved and 
edified ; for indeed nothing is 
more affecting than that love 
which embraces all, without the 
least distinction ; ‘for God is 
Jove ; and he that dwelleth in love 
dwelleth in God, and God in 
him.’ I felt myself, therefore, 
constrained to thank you, in the 
name of all honest and well dis- 
posed Catholics, for these your 
fraternal sentiments. 

“ In answer to your question, 
J observe, properly speaking, the 
Bible has never been prohibited 
tothe Catholics. The Council 
of Trent only states,—Jndiscrim- 
tnata lectio Sacre Scrifiture in- 
terdicta est. Well-informed 
Catholics took this always in that 
sense only : that not all books of 
the Bible, fromiscuously, should 
he put into the hands of the com- 
mon people, referring chiefly to 
some books of the Old Testa- 
ment. Besides, this prohibition 
of the Council of Trent has nev- 
er been admitted as binding by 
the whole body of the Roman 
Catholic clergy in Germany ; 
but so much is true, that all blind 
bigots of our church have al- 
Ways spread the opinion, that it 
was entirely forbidden for all 
Jaymen to read the Bible: and 
this prejudice, is, alas ! still 
deeply prevalent among the 
greater part of the people. 
There are, however, at present, 
many of our clergymen, both 
in Swabia and Bavar who 
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strongly recommended the rea. 
ding of the Bible, chiefly of the 
New Testament ; and do every 
thing in their power to promote 
it. Lhave, for my own part, distri- 
buted many New Testaments, 
and some Bibles, among better 
enlightened Catholics ; and sey. 
eral of my dear brethren in 
Christ do the same. We are, 
however, not able to satisfy all 
the demands for Bibles.” (p. 
43, 44.) 

“ T am sure we could dispose 
of a good number of Bibles and 
New Testaments. The people 
seem to get more and more de- 
sirous of the Bible ; and the 
number of clergymen is increas- 
ing, who not only would tolerate 
but commend the reading of it. 

“ I feel a very great desire to 
witness the formation of a simi- 
lar Bible Society amongst the 
Roman Catholics ; and, indeed, 
I will make some attempts, tho’ 
I foresee many difficulties ; and 
can hardly suppose that so ma- 
ny active and benevolent friends 
of the Bible are to be found a- 
mongst the Roman Catholics, as 
would be requisite for such an 
undertaking. Your question, 
however, respecting the Catho- 
lics, inspires me with the hope, 
that your Society is desirous to 
extend its beneficial influence 
likewise to the Catholics, wish- 
ing only to know, whether a dis- 
persion of Bibles amongst them 
would be practicable :—and, in- 
deed, it would not only be prac- 
ticable, but desirable in the high- 
est degree.” (p. 44.) 

“I cannot express, in terms 
sufficiently strong, the fervency 
of my joy, and love towards all 
who, throughout England, hear- 
tily believe in Jesus Christ as 
their only Saviour, and zealous- 
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deemer’s Kingdom. I embrace 
them all as the beloved and elect 
of God, as friends and brethren 
in Christ, let them be of what- 
ever name, or belong to whatever 
church or denomination. The 
more distant the countries, and 
the more different the outward 
forms and establishments are, 
the more I rejoice, if I am privi- 
leged to hear, that our ever-faith- 
ful Lord and Saviour is gather- 
ing from amongst them a flock 
of believing people. Truly, God 
has a numerous4rmy of Reserve 
in England, who do not bow be- 
fore the Baal of the age, nor sac- 
rifice to the God of the times. 
Let all who know his name, glo- 
rify him for this mercy ! May 
the peace of God, and the all- 
sufficient grace of our Lord Je- 
sus Christ be with you all?!” 
(p. 45.) 

We add one more extract: it 
is taken from a letter dated in 
North Wales, Feb. 22, 1805. 

“ There are none of our poor 
people willing to live and die 
without contributing their mites 
towards forwarding so glorious a 
design. Their zeal and eager- 
ness in the gaod cause, surpass- 
es every thing I have ever be- 
fore witnessed. On several oc- 
casions we have been obliged to 
check their liberality, and take 
half what they offered, and what 
we thought they ought to give. 
In very many instances, servants 
have given one-third of their wa- 
ges for the year. In one instance, 
a poor servant-maid put down 
one guinea on the plate, being 
one-third of her wages: that it 
might not be perceived what she 
put down, she covered the guin- 
ea withahalfpenny. One little 
boy had with much trouble, rear- 
ed a brood of chickens ; when 
the collection came to be made. 
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he sold them all, and gave eve- 
ry farthing he got for them to- 
wards it; and this was his whole 
stock, and all the living that he 
had. Innumerable instances of 
a similar nature might be men- 
tioned. Great joy prevails uni- 
versally at the thought that poor 
Heathens are likely soon to be in 
possession of a Bible ; and you 
will never hear a prayer put up, 
without a petition for the Bible 
Society and Heathen Nations.” 
(p. 60.) 


From the Christian Observer. 


THE following striking oc- 
currence comes to us well au- 
thenticated. * On Saturday, 
June 22d, being the day on which 
a large fair is held at Wellington 
in Shropshire, the house of 
Wiriiam and Ann Swirt was 
opened for the purpose of selling 
beer for two or three days at the 
fair. But their house was used, 
not merely according to the pro- 
fessed intention, for accommo- 
dating strangers who frequent 
the fair: it was also kept open 
at night for the purposes of dan- 
cing, drunkenness’, chambering, 
and wantonness. To speak of 
the enormities committed ac- 
cording to statements, the truth 
of which there is not the least 
reason to doubt, would be to 
speak of such things as “ ought 
not to be so much as named” a- 
mong Christians. But the eye 
of God was upon these mid- 
night, or rather sabbath-morn- 
ing drunkards, revellers, and 
blasphemers: and, oh! what a 
sight for a God of infinite purity 
and holiness! He could not but 
view them with just displeasure, 
eyen though he had continued to 
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exercise his long-suffering to- 
wards all of them. He chose, 
however, to make one of them 
an awful monument of the dan- 
ger of following such courses. 
Ann Swift, the mistress of the 
house, and a partaker in all the 
iniquities which were practised 
in it, after calling for damnation 
upon her soul, suddenly exclaim- 
ed—* © Lord, O Lord, I am 
dying !” and was instantaneous- 
ly removed into the world of 
spirits, and before the tribunal 
of that God whom she was thus 
awfully dishonoring ! On the 
following Tuesday, her corpse 
was taken into the church-yard 
amidst a large concourse of peo- 
ple, andthe Rev. Mr. Eyton, 
the vicar of the parish, who, in 
this particular instance, read but 
avery stall part of the burial 
service, addressed the numerous 
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attendants in a pathetic exhorta. 
tion well suited to so solemn and 
awful am occasion. On the fol. 
lowing sabbath, the Rev. My. 
Gauntlett, one of the curates of 
the town, preached a sermon to 
a very crowded and attentive 
congregation, from Prov. xiv. 32, 
‘ Fhe wickedis driven away in 
his wickedness: but the right. 
eous hath hope in his death’ 
One of the men present at the 
death of Mrs. Swift had imbibed 
the principles of “ Paine’s Age 
of Reason,” and publicly pro- 
fessed infidelity. Let the profane 
and presumptuous tremble at the 
justice and holiness of that God 
agamst whom they are sinning; 
and let the penitent adore his 


‘long-suffering and distinguish- 


ing mercy for giving them time, 
opportunity, and grace to re- 
pent.” 
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Donation to the Missionary Society of Connecticut, 


Dec. b6, 
tlements, © 


Rev. Asa Carpenter contributed in new set- 
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